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Maritime security is an important dimension of India’s bilateral 

relations: Foreign Secretary Jaishankar 

 Sea combat training in Sri Lanka to upgrade skills in maritime security 

control. 

Singapore strengthens Maritime Security Task Force with two more 

Littoral Mission Vessels 

ASEAN summit in Manila: Terrorism, maritime security, non-

proliferation likely to be discussed among world leaders 

India calls on Indian Ocean nations to secure interests of maritime 

security, regional cooperation 

ASEAN, EU, US to ensure maritime security in South China Sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/maritime-security-an-important-dimension-of-indias-bilateral-relations-foreign-secretary-jaishankar/articleshow/61549143.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/maritime-security-an-important-dimension-of-indias-bilateral-relations-foreign-secretary-jaishankar/articleshow/61549143.cms
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2017/11/303539/sea-combat-training-sri-lanka-upgrade-skills-maritime-security-control
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2017/11/303539/sea-combat-training-sri-lanka-upgrade-skills-maritime-security-control
http://www.janes.com/article/75641/singapore-strengthens-maritime-security-task-force-with-two-more-littoral-mission-vessels
http://www.janes.com/article/75641/singapore-strengthens-maritime-security-task-force-with-two-more-littoral-mission-vessels
http://www.firstpost.com/world/asean-summit-in-manila-terrorism-maritime-security-non-proliferation-likely-to-be-discussed-among-world-leaders-4205497.html
http://www.firstpost.com/world/asean-summit-in-manila-terrorism-maritime-security-non-proliferation-likely-to-be-discussed-among-world-leaders-4205497.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/indian-ocean-nations-maritime-security-china-japan-unclos-indo-pacific-region/1/1084931.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/indian-ocean-nations-maritime-security-china-japan-unclos-indo-pacific-region/1/1084931.html
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2017/11/303404/asean-eu-us-ensure-maritime-security-south-china-sea
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US, South Korea Send warning to North Korea via Naval Exercises  

Are America and India Building an 'Aircraft Carrier' Alliance?  

Orissa, WB to hold first-ever joint Coastal Security Exercise 

LEMOA in place, US tanker refuels Indian Navy Ship in Sea of Japan 

North Korea Threat Likely to Spur Big Increase in Spending on Navy's 

Aegis Missile Shield 
 

Could China's New Type 55 Destroyer Beat the US Navy in Battle?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://patch.com/us/white-house/us-south-korea-send-warning-north-korea-naval-exercises
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/are-america-india-building-aircraft-carrier-alliance-23147
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/odisha-wb-to-hold-first-ever-joint-coastal-security-exercise/articleshow/61595268.cms
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/lemoa-in-place-us-tanker-refuels-indian-navy-ship-in-sea-of-japan-4932082/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/2017/11/09/north-korea-threat-likely-to-spur-big-increase-in-spending-on-navys-aegis-missile-shield/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/2017/11/09/north-korea-threat-likely-to-spur-big-increase-in-spending-on-navys-aegis-missile-shield/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/Could%2520China%27s%2520New%2520Type%252055%2520Destroyer%2520Beat%2520the%2520US%2520Navy%2520in%2520Battle/#3f6755e03c2f
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Federation wants Indian major Port Trust Act to remain 

First Indian wheat consignment via Chabahar port reaches Afghanistan 

Japan trade boss flags Indian port woes 

UN dismisses Saudi conditions to reopen Yemen port 

Shipping Containers for Cass Corridor Food Hall Start Stacking Up 

Denmark Zooms in on Developments in Autonomous Shipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/convention/article20004631.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/1st-indian-wheat-consignment-via-chabahar-reaches-afghanistan/articleshow/61606821.cms
http://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/japan-trade-boss-flags-indian-port-woes/
http://www.gulf-times.com/story/571163/UN-dismisses-Saudi-conditions-to-reopen-Yemen-port
https://detroit.eater.com/2017/11/14/16651846/detroit-shipping-co-food-hall-construction
https://www.marinelink.com/news/developments-autonomous431284
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Polysiloxane coatings for anticorrosion applications in Marine 

Environment 

Climate Change influences priorities for Hawke’s Bay 

Sunday Herald Letters: The impact of salmon farming on marine life, 

misogyny, the ethics of smacking  and reviewers' spoilers 

Plastic pollution reaches ocean's deepest parts 

Plastic Ocean Pollution: A driver of Climate Change? 

Cornwall proposes ban on plastic straws in bars to cut Ocean Pollution 

‘Trashy’ Sea Sculptures focus attention on Ocean Pollution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

http://www.european-coatings.com/Raw-materials-technologies/Applications/Protective-Marine-coatings/Polysiloxane-coatings-for-anticorrosion-applications-in-marine-environment
http://www.european-coatings.com/Raw-materials-technologies/Applications/Protective-Marine-coatings/Polysiloxane-coatings-for-anticorrosion-applications-in-marine-environment
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK1711/S00388/climate-change-influences-priorities-for-hawkes-bay.htm
http://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/15655964.Sunday_Herald_Letters__The_impact_of_salmon_farming_on_marine_life__misogyny__the_ethics_of_smacking_____and_reviewers__39__spoilers/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/15655964.Sunday_Herald_Letters__The_impact_of_salmon_farming_on_marine_life__misogyny__the_ethics_of_smacking_____and_reviewers__39__spoilers/
https://news.sky.com/story/plastic-pollution-reaches-oceans-deepest-parts-11127144
https://emagazine.com/lanternfish/
https://emagazine.com/lanternfish/
http://www.ladbible.com/community/news-cornwall-proposes-ban-on-plastic-straws-in-bars-to-cut-ocean-pollution-20171110
http://earth911.com/inspire/trash-sea-sculptures/


Page 6 of 53 
 

 

 

How India can counter China's attempt to shape geopolitics through 

aggression  

India Plays A ‘Big Role’ In Indo-Pacific Region: White House 

What’s China have to do with Maldives?  

India, China and Russia should cooperate in Indo-Pacific region: Russian 

envoy 

Indo-Pacific? Not from where China is sitting 

Trump's war of words over Asia Pacific  

Trump’s new Cold War alliance in Asia is dangerous 
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/how-to-scale-the-great-wall/articleshow/61426716.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/how-to-scale-the-great-wall/articleshow/61426716.cms
http://www.newsnation.in/world-news/india-plays-big-role-in-indo-pacific-region-says-white-house-article-185370.html
http://supchina.com/2017/11/07/whats-china-maldives-chinas-latest-political-current-affairs-news/
file:///C:/Users/Dell/Desktop/India,%20China%20and%20Russia%20should%20cooperate%20in%20Indo-Pacific%20region:%20Russian%20envoy
file:///C:/Users/Dell/Desktop/India,%20China%20and%20Russia%20should%20cooperate%20in%20Indo-Pacific%20region:%20Russian%20envoy
https://in.reuters.com/article/usa-china-indo-pacific/indo-pacific-not-from-where-china-is-sitting-idINKBN1DA1Y0
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11943238
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/14/trump-asia-trip/?utm_term=.484ddcd85750
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Maritime security is an important dimension of India’s bilateral relations: 

Foreign Secretary Jaishankar 

- Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury 

New Delhi: Describing maritime security as an important dimension of India's 

bilateral relations with all Indian Ocean states and regional bodies, Foreign Secretary 

S Jaishankar Tuesday stressed that 'as the Indian Ocean takes a centre stage in the 21st 

century, the onus is on us, as equal stakeholders, to collectively secure and nurture our 

oceanic states.' Observing that maritime safety and security is a multi-faceted issue, 

especially in the realm of non-traditional threats, the Foreign Secretary said that 

challenges like maritime terrorism, smuggling, transnational crime, drug trafficking, 

illegal immigration etc, compounded by natural disasters, oil spills and effects of 

climate change are threats and challenges that impinge on the national interests of 

IORA nations. These threats conspicuously highlight the acute and imperative need 

for protection of the sea lanes of communications, he pointed out.  

Jaishankar was speaking at the Second IORA Meeting of Experts for Maritime Safety 

and Security, held at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), in 

collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs and the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) on November 7-8.  Jaishankar noted that the economic 

dimensions and the security challenges in the IOR have together defined the Naval and 

national strategies of nations within the region and beyond. Regional cooperation 

within the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) will become increasingly important in order to 

ensure the safety and security of vital trade routes, particularly the choke points, he 

added.  

 

India itself conducts nearly 40 per cent of its trade with the littoral nations along the 

Indian Ocean Rim and the Indian government has been working with like-minded 

countries to preserve the integrity, inviolability and security of the maritime domain.  

Recognising the global importance of maritime trade in the increasingly globalized 

world, India supports freedom of navigation and promotes unimpeded commerce, 

based on the principle of international laws, added Jaishankar.  Describing IORA as a 

collective platform to highlight common challenges, the Foreign Secretary said that 

IORA is an important instrument in promoting cooperation and ensuring stability in 

the region and that India supports the intensification and invigoration of IORA 
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activities in areas like renewable energy, blue economy and maritime safety.  

IORA Secretary General, Ambassador KV Bhagirath in his opening remarks at the 

meet described the Indian Ocean as the 'next big thing in the strategic theatre' that 

holds the key to geopolitical fault lines.  Insisting that India's role in the IOR will define 

the collaborative architecture of the region, he stated that while there are several 

challenges within the region, there are also several opportunities that can be 

capitalised upon. 

 In his welcome remarks, Deputy Director General, IDSA, Maj Gen Alok Deb (Retd) 

said that the economic importance of the Indian Ocean Region is reflected in the 

growing stature of the IORA and the sheer scale of its activities. Therefore, the security 

dimensions of the region have been enhanced manifold with marked increase in naval 

activities in the region.  150 participants, including 50 experts from IORA Member 

States and Dialogue Partners are attending the two-day event, which offers an 

opportunity for them to discuss existing Maritime Safety and Security issues in the 

Indian Ocean Region and to deliberate upon the application of best practices to 

successfully manage these challenges.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 07 Nov 2017 

 

 Sea combat training in Sri Lanka to upgrade skills in maritime security 

control. 

Malaysian security and enforcement personnel will undergo sea combat training in Sri 

Lanka to strengthen and upgrade their skills in maritime security control.Eastern 

Sabah Security Command (Esscom) commander Datuk Hazani Ghazali said the 

training would be conducted next year with Sri Lanka’s security forces. Dubbed Sea 

Combat Course, the training is aimed at equipping the Esscom team with added 

skills.“The expertise of the Sri Lankans in safeguarding their waters are recognised 

worldwide,” he told reporters at the Esscom monthly gathering @ the police marine 

base here, today. Hazani said about 20 personnel from three agencies – police, armed 

forces, and the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency - would participate in the 

intensive training. 

On another development, he said Esscom would establish a control post on Pulau 

Ligitan off Tawau in an effort to intensify security in the area, adding that the post 

would be managed by three security agencies. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/maritime-security-an-important-dimension-of-indias-bilateral-relations-foreign-secretary-jaishankar/articleshow/61549143.cms
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“The island is located at the border of Malaysian waters hence it is exposed to 

neighbouring Indonesia and the Philippines. The waters are usually used as a route by 

immigrants to enter the state. “The post will also be able to prevent elements who can 

jeopardise the security of the Eastern Sabah Safety Zone from slipping into the 

country,” he stressed. During the monthly gathering, 140 security personnel led by 

Hazani took the corruption-free pledge while witnessed by Lahad Datu Malaysian 

Anti-Corruption Commission chief Wan Kamal Noor Izwan Wan Kamaruddin. 

Source: www.nst.com.my, 15 Nov 2017 

 

Singapore strengthens Maritime Security Task Force with two more 

Littoral Mission Vessels 

The operational component of Singapore’s Maritime Security Task Force (MSTF) has 

been further strengthened with the commissioning of two additional Littoral Mission 

Vessels (LMVs). The vessels, which have been named RSS Sovereigntyand 

RSS Unity with pennant numbers 16 and 17 respectively, were officially inducted on 

14 November in a commissioning ceremony at RSS Singapura – Changi Naval Base. 

Presiding over the ceremony, Singaporean Minister of Defence Ng Eng Hen described 

the LMV platform as “a quantum jump compared to its predecessor”, the Fearless-

class patrol vessels, which have been in service with the Republic of Singapore Navy 

(RSN) since the 1990s. “Going forward, the demands on our RSN will increase. Part of 

this reflects both the rising trade as well as the military build-up of regional navies in 

our surrounding waters,” said Ng, who also described the LMVs as future-ready ships 

that will keep Singapore’s sea lines of communication secure and accessible amid these 

challenges. 

The LMVs are expected to be primarily deployed for patrols within the Singapore 

Strait, as well as other territorial waters such as the Straits of Johor and the area 

surrounding an outlying island known as Pedra Branca. 

Source: www.janes.com, 13 Nov 2017 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2017/11/303539/sea-combat-training-sri-lanka-upgrade-skills-maritime-security-control
http://www.janes.com/article/75641/singapore-strengthens-maritime-security-task-force-with-two-more-littoral-mission-vessels
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ASEAN summit in Manila: Terrorism, maritime security, non-

proliferation likely to be discussed among world leaders 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US president Donald Trump, Japanese prime 

minister Shinzo Abe and several other world leaders will descend in Manila on 

Monday for the ASEAN summit which is set to deliberate extensively on evolving 

security challenges facing South East Asia. The annual summit of the Association of 

Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN), a grouping of 10 influential countries, is taking place 

amid China's aggressive behaviour in the disputed South China Sea and North Korea's 

nuclear missile tests and both these issues are likely to figure prominently during 

discussions among the leaders, a senior diplomat told PTI in Manila. The 

ASEAN comprises Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

In a statement ahead of his departure on Sunday, Modi on Saturday said that his visit 

to the Philippines for the 15th India-ASEAN Summit, the 12th East Asia Summit and 

his bilateral meeting with President Rodrigo Duterte, symbolises India's commitment 

to continue deepening its ties with Southeast Asia and the Indo-Pacific region. Besides 

the two summits, Modi would also participate in special celebrations of the 50th 

anniversary of the formation of ASEAN, the proposed Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) Leaders' Meeting and an ASEAN Business and 

Investment Summit. RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement between the 10 

ASEAN member states and the six states with which the grouping has free trade pacts 

— Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand. 

India-ASEAN ties 

The ASEAN region along with India together comprises a combined population of 1.85 

billion, which is one-fourth of the global population and their combined GDP has been 

estimated to be over $3.8 trillion. The ties between India and ASEAN have been on an 

upswing in the last few years with the focus being on ramping up cooperation in the 

areas of trade and investment as well as security and defence. "Every single country in 

the ASEAN region wants India to be more engaged in the region in every possible way. 

That is the real synergy we have with ASEAN," Indian Ambassador to Philippines 

Jaideep Mazumdar told PTI. The US, France, and Japan have been pitching for a 

larger role by India in the strategically key Indo-Pacific region where China has been 

trying to increase its military presence. 
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Issues expected to be discussed at the summit 

Majumdar said terrorism is going to be one of the issues that will be discussed not only 

during the ASEAN summit but also at the East Asia summit. He said several 

documents are going to be adopted with an aim to contain terrorism, including one on 

stopping money laundering for the purpose of terrorism. India's proposal to host an 

international conference on countering radicalisation may also be discussed during 

the deliberations at Manila as New Delhi is now looking at finalising the dates for the 

conclave. 

In the ASEAN-India summit, both sides are expected to explore ways to further 

enhance trade and investment ties. Investment from ASEAN to India has been over 

$70 billion in the last 17 years, accounting for more than 17 percent of India's total 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). India's investment in ASEAN during the same 

period has been more than $40 billion. While ASEAN summit is likely to focus more 

on trade and investment-related issues, leaders at the East Asia Summit are expected 

to delve deep into issues relating to maritime security, terrorism, non-proliferation 

and migration. 

Narendra Modi to hold separate talks with each quadrilateral  

Official sources said the meeting between Modi and US president Donald Trump is 

likely to take place on Monday. It will be the first meeting between the two leaders 

following a proposal to have a quadrilateral alliance among India, the US, Japan, and 

Australia. In their meeting, Modi and Trump are likely to discuss a host of key issues 

of mutual interest including the security scenario in the region. Trump on Friday 

praised India's "astounding" growth after it opened up its economy and also lauded 

Modi, saying he has been working successfully to bring the vast country and its people 

together. Speaking at a gathering of CEOs on the sidelines of the annual Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in the Vietnamese city of Danang, Trump cited 

India as one of the countries in the Indo-Pacific region making strides. He praised 

India as a sovereign democracy with a population of over 1 billion as well as the largest 

democracy in the world. 

According to The Indian Express, the first quadrilateral level talks will be delegation-

level talks between the four countries followed by Modi meeting the leaders of the 

three nations separately — Donald Trump, Shinzo Abe and Malcolm Turnbull. "The 

idea is to generate a sense of solidarity among the quadrilateral leaders. The idea of a 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/modi-trump-meet-talks-with-other-quadrilateral-leaders-too-asean-summit-4933084/
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leaders-level meeting was knocked off keeping in mind Beijing’s concerns, but it was 

considered important that they should meet each other to convey their views 

separately," a source told The Indian Express. Japan last month had indicated that it 

would propose a top-level dialogue with the US, India, and Australia. Sources said 

officials of the four countries may meet on the sidelines of the ASEAN summit in 

Manila. Reacting to the Japanese move, India had said that it was open to working 

with like-minded countries on issues that advance its interests. The US had said it was 

looking at a "working-level" quadrilateral meeting in the near term with India, Japan, 

and Australia. Japan's foreign minister Taro Kono last month had said that Tokyo 

favours a dialogue between Japan, the US, India, and Australia to further boost 

strategic partnership among the four countries. 

The move to set up the quadrilateral comes in the backdrop of growing Chinese 

assertiveness in the South China Sea. The US has been favouring a larger role for India 

in the strategically key Indo-Pacific region. The use of the term "Indo-Pacific" by 

Trump has led to the speculation that it may have something to do with Washington 

preparing the ground for a revival of the so-called "quadrilateral strategic alliance" 

between the US, Japan, Australia, and India to counter China's rise. 

In his maiden visit to the Philippines as prime minister, Modi will also meet 

Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte. "During my first visit to the Philippines, I look 

forward to having a bilateral meeting with the President of the Philippines Rodrigo 

Duterte. I will also have interactions with other Asean and East Asia Summit leaders," 

Modi said in a statement. Modi is also set to attend a reception by the Indian 

community and visit the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) and the Mahavir 

Philippines Foundation. 

Source: www.firstpost.com, 12 Nov 2017 

 

India calls on Indian Ocean nations to secure interests of maritime 

security, regional cooperation 

- Geeta Mohan 

India on Tuesday called on all Indian Ocean countries to protect its area and develop 

greater synergies to fight traditional and non-traditional threats. Ahead of the ASEAN, 

http://www.firstpost.com/world/asean-summit-in-manila-terrorism-maritime-security-non-proliferation-likely-to-be-discussed-among-world-leaders-4205497.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/author/Geeta-Mohan/1.html
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East Asia Summit to be held in Philippines, the Second IORA (Indian Ocean Rim 

Association) Meeting of Experts for Maritime Safety and Security is being held at the 

Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA) in collaboration with the Ministry 

of External Affairs and the IORA on November 7-8. The keynote address delivered by 

Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar focussed on the issue of maritime security and the 

importance of regional and bilateral cooperation among Indian Ocean states to ensure 

stakeholders' interests are secure. "We consider IORA an important instrument for 

promoting cooperation and ensuring stability in the region. Security challenges do not 

respect borders and need to be tackled through effective partnerships at the regional 

level. Those who live in this region have the principal responsibility for ensuring its 

peace, stability and prosperity", he said. 

'Must respect Freedom of Navigation' 

Pointing out the maritime aggression by some countries, the foreign secretary 

highlighted the need to respect "integrity" and "freedom of navigation". Speaking at 

IDSA, he said, "India has been working with like-minded countries to preserve the 

integrity, inviolability and security of maritime domain, much of which is a global 

concern. Recognising this growing importance of maritime trade in an increasingly 

globalised world, India supports freedom of navigation and over-flight, and 

unimpeded commerce, based on the principles of international law, particularly 

UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) that serves as a 

constitution for the oceans." 

In the recent past, there have been heightened tensions between nations in the Indo-

Pacific region as well regarding disputes over islands in the region. India urged for 

peaceful resolution to outstanding issues. "We also encourage resolution of territorial 

and maritime disputes through peaceful means in accordance with these universally-

recognised principles. We have always stood for exercising self-restraint in the conduct 

of activities that could complicate or escalate disputes affecting peace and stability. 

India's own record in this regard is well known. 

Increasing chinese warships in indian ocean worrying 

Growing Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean has been a reason for continued 

consternation among foreign policy makers and many counter-strategies are being 

thought of and employed. One such initiative is the quadrilateral cooperation among 

India, Japan, Australia and the United States of America, which was proposed recently 
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by Japan. China considers it a move to contain China and hence has protested with all 

four nations. 

Foreign Secretary Jaishankar reminded the audience of Prime Minister Modi's vision 

for the region which is outlined in 'SAGAR' (Security And Growth for All in the Region) 

which he said entails "safeguarding" our mainland and islands, deepening "economic 

and security cooperation" with our maritime neighbours, envisaging "collective action 

to advance peace" and responding to emergencies' seeking a "more integrated and 

cooperative approach". The event will see around 150 participants, including over 50 

experts who would deliberate on matters of importance and how to tackle challenges. 

Source: indiatoday.intoday.in, 08 Nov 2017 

 

Asean, EU, US to ensure maritime security in South China Sea 

- Muzli Mohd Zin 

MANILA: Asean, the European Union (EU) and the US have pledged to ensure 

maritime security in the South China Sea at the 31st Asean Summit and Related 

Summits here. The Asean-EU stand, which establishes freedom of navigation and 

overflight, is contained in a joint statement issued after their summit on Tuesday, the 

final day of the two-day Summit. The same position was jointly issued by Asean and 

the US. Released by the White House, the statement highlights Asean and the US’s 

support for mutual respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity. They are also 

committed to peaceful resolution of disputes without resorting to threats or use of 

force. "We are dedicated to maintaining peace, security and stability in the region, and 

ensuring maritime security, including the rights of freedom of navigation and 

overflight," the statement read. The same stand was highlighted in the joint statement 

issued after the Asean-EU Summit. 

Meanwhile, Asean and China agreed on Monday to commence discussions on the Code 

of Conduct in the South China Sea. 

Source: www.nst.com.my, 15 Nov 2017 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/indian-ocean-nations-maritime-security-china-japan-unclos-indo-pacific-region/1/1084931.html
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/muzli-mohd-zin
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2017/11/303404/asean-eu-us-ensure-maritime-security-south-china-sea
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US, South Korea Send warning to North Korea via Naval Exercises  

Amid rising tensions between the America and North Korea, the U.S. and South Korea 

issued a clear warning on Saturday, beginning joint naval exercises involving three 

U.S. aircraft carriers. The four-day drills began in waters off South Korea's eastern 

coast and come as President Donald Trump continues his visit to Asia, which has been 

dominated by talks over the North Korean nuclear threat. 

The battle groups of the USS Ronald Reagan, the Theodore Roosevelt and the Nimitz 

will successively enter the exercise area during the drills that run until Tuesday, South 

Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The three carriers likely will be together in the drills 

around Monday, according to a South Korean military official, who didn't want to be 

named, citing office rules. The exercises will also involve 11 U.S. Aegis ships and seven 

South Korean naval vessels, including two Aegis ships. The Aegis technology refers to 

missile tracking and guidance. They will aim to enhance combined operation and 

aerial strike capabilities and also display "strong will and firm military readiness to 

defeat any provocation by North Korea with dominant force in the event of crisis," 

Seoul's military said in a statement. It's the first time since a 2007 exercise near Guam 

that three U.S. carrier strike groups are operating together in the Western Pacific, 

according to the U.S. Navy's 7th Fleet. The U.S. carriers will also participate in separate 

exercises with three Japanese destroyers on Sunday, according to Japan's Maritime 

Self-Defense Force. The United States has been sending its strategic assets, also 

including long-range bombers, to the region more frequently for patrols or drills amid 

accelerating North Korean efforts to expand its nuclear weapons program. 

In recent months, North Korea has tested intercontinental ballistic missiles that could 

reach the U.S. mainland with further development and has conducted its most 

powerful nuclear test. It also flew two new midrange missiles over Japan and 

threatened to launch them toward Guam, a U.S. Pacific territory and military hub. 

Trump continued his tough talk against Pyongyang on Friday in a speech to business 

leaders at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Danang, Vietnam, saying 

that the region's future "must not be held hostage to a dictator's twisted fantasies of 

violent conquest and nuclear blackmail," referring to North Korean leader Kim Jong 
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Un. Trump had also delivered a sharp warning to North Korea in a speech at South 

Korea's parliament on Wednesday, telling the country: "Do not underestimate us. And 

do not try us." 

Source: patch.com, 11 Nov 2017 

 

Are America and India Building an 'Aircraft Carrier' Alliance?  

- Zachary Keck 

America appears ready to provide a significant boost to India’s future aircraft 

carrier.According to Indian media reports, the United States and India have entered 

the final stages of a negotiation for Washington to equip Delhi’s future aircraft carrier 

with a state-of-the-art electromagnetic aircraft launch system (EMALS). Ahead of 

President Donald Trump’s meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi this month, 

an eleven member U.S. delegation led by Rear Adm. Brian Antonio, the U.S. Navy's 

Program Executive Officer for aircraft carriers, met with Indian counterparts in 

western India from October 29–31. The Indian side was led by Vice Admiral DM 

Deshpande, Controller Warship Production and Acquisition, the Hindustan 

Times reported. 

One of the hang ups for the agreement has been that India has insisted on using an 

electrical system to power its future carrier, whereas U.S. flat tops use nuclear 

propulsion systems. Washington appears to have relented on the issue, however. 

The Hindustan Times cited sources as saying “that at the meeting of the joint working 

group on aircraft carrier technology, the United States was ready to power the EMALS 

with integrated electric propulsion rather than nuclear power as the cost of latter alone 

is over $1 billion or Rs 6.5 thousand crore. This will involve installation of giant 

capacitors for storage and discharge of power.” 

Electromagnetic aircraft launch systems, which are built by General Atomics, are the 

most advanced launch systems in the world. Indeed, America’s new Ford-class carriers 

utilize EMALS. Discussions about Indian carriers using EMALS dates at least as far 

back as 2013, and India officially requested to purchase the launch systems during the 

Obama administration. Deccan Chronicle, an Indian newspaper, explained Delhi’s 

desire for EMALS last month: “Due to its flexible architecture, EMALS can launch a 

wide variety of aircraft weights and can be used on a variety of platforms with differing 

catapult configurations.” 

https://patch.com/us/white-house/us-south-korea-send-warning-north-korea-naval-exercises
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/zachary-keck
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/india-building-its-own-aircraft-carriers-now-its-all-russias-20982
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/india-building-its-own-aircraft-carriers-now-its-all-russias-20982
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/it-time-us-india-alliance-22888
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indian-navy-carrier-may-get-us-aircraft-launching-system/story-iMtprNHpeFB3gw4frNI5OL.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indian-navy-carrier-may-get-us-aircraft-launching-system/story-iMtprNHpeFB3gw4frNI5OL.html
https://news.usni.org/2015/01/27/u-s-india-cooperate-aircraft-carrier-technology
https://news.usni.org/2015/01/27/u-s-india-cooperate-aircraft-carrier-technology
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President Trump himself has repeatedly criticized EMALS. The first time came when 

the American president recounted a conversation he had with a sailor 

to Time magazine back in May. According to Trump, the sailor told him the EMALS 

wasn’t working as well as previous steam systems. “It sounded bad to me. Digital. They 

have digital. What is digital?,” Trump asked during the interview. “And it’s very 

complicated. You have to be Albert Einstein to figure it out. And I said — and now they 

want to buy more aircraft carriers. I said what system are you going to be — ‘Sir, we’re 

staying with digital.’ I said no you’re not. You going to goddamned steam, the digital 

costs hundreds of millions of dollars more money and it’s no good.” 

Despite his personal hesitations about the launch system, Trump is likely to favor the 

sale to India as he has consistently promoted increasing American arms sales abroad. 

This has been especially true during the president’s current trip to Asia when Trump 

has called on Japan and South Korea to purchase more American-made systems. 

The Trump administration has also made strengthening ties to India a growing 

priority as of late. Although President Trump isn’t scheduled to visit India during his 

current trip, Secretary of Defense James Mattis visited the country in September and 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson followed suit a month later. 

In addition, Tillerson’s most prominent speech since taking office was about 

improving relations with India. In the speech, which was given right before he visited 

India, the secretary of state declared: “But another more profound transformation 

that’s taking place, one that will have far-reaching implications for the next 100 years: 

The United States and India are increasingly global partners with growing strategic 

convergence.” He added: “The emerging Delhi-Washington strategic partnership 

stands upon a shared commitment upholding the rule of law, freedom of navigation, 

universal values, and free trade. Our nations are two bookends of stability — on either 

side of the globe — standing for greater security and prosperity for our citizens and 

people around the world.” 

The launch system is not the only arms deal the Trump administration is eyeing with 

regards to India’s future aircraft carrier. In January of this year, the Indian Navy began 

soliciting bids from international firms for 57 carrier-based aircraft. The proposals 

India received were for American  F-18s, French Rafales, Swedish Sea Gripens, and 

Russian MiG-29Ks. The Hindustan Times said this week that “It is understood that 

President Trump is expected to discuss the F-18 and F-16 offer to India during his 

meeting with PM Modi to boost military capacities and dominance.” 

http://time.com/4775040/donald-trump-time-interview-being-president/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1325107/mattis-meeting-with-indian-defense-minister-comes-at-time-of-strategic-converge/
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/10/26/560224471/tillerson-visit-highlights-indias-evolving-relationship-with-u-s
https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2017/10/274913.htm
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The growing military sales between the United States and India are likely to come at 

the expense of Russia, which has traditionally served as Delhi’s primary arms patron. 

Between 2000 and 2016, Russia accounted for 72 percent of India’s arms imports. 

During that same time, India accounted for 30 percent of Moscow’s arms sales abroad. 

In 2012 and 2013, Russia sold India over $4 billion in weaponry, according to a 

report by Chatham House. Sales have dipped slightly in recent years, however. China’s 

increasingly sophisticated military is a major reason that India seeking out American 

weaponry instead of the less advanced Russian models. 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 11 Nov 2017 

 

Orissa, WB to hold first-ever joint Coastal Security Exercise 

The governments of Odisha and neighbouring West Bengal will soon organize a joint 

security exercise named as 'Sagar Kavach' to further tighten the existing coastal 

security mechanism along the 630 km long coastline. This was informed by Odisha's 

additional chief secretary, home department, Asit Tripathy after attending a meeting 

here. "Sagar Kavach security exercise is a realistic drill to check the efficacy of the 

security parameters and preparedness of various security forces like the Indian Navy, 

Marine police force, Indian Coast Guard (ICG), Forest Department, Fisheries and 

district administration," Tripathy told reporters. 

Stating that Odisha for the first time will have a joint security drill along with West 

Bengal, Tripathy said, "We are going to organise a simulated terror attack named 'red 

force' at a random place along Odisha or West Bengal coast and check how effective 

our marine policing is. The exercise will be held over two days within a week," he said. 

The participants in the drill will be personnel from the Indian Navy, Coast Guard at 

Paradip and Haldia, 18 marine police stations in Odisha and 12 police stations of West 

Bengal. This apart, the teams of Customs and port officials, fisheries department 

officials will also take part in the drill. Earlier, the coastal security exercises were made 

by the Indian Navy and ICG. "The drill is to re-valuate the existing Standard Operating 

Procedure (SOP) mechanisms. All stakeholders who attended the meeting were made 

aware about exercise settings and other SOPs. The coast guard, and all the security 

forces, even the district administrations have been very helpful and proactive towards 

coastal security. After the drill, we will review if there are any loopholes," West Bengal 

Coast Guard Commander MA Warsi said. 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 10 Nov 2017 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/publications/research/2017-03-20-russia-arms-exporter-connolly-sendstad.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/publications/research/2017-03-20-russia-arms-exporter-connolly-sendstad.pdf
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/if-26-billion-people-go-war-india-vs-china-20875
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/are-america-india-building-aircraft-carrier-alliance-23147?page=2
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/west-bengal
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Asit-Tripathy
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Sagar-Kavach
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Navy
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/odisha-wb-to-hold-first-ever-joint-coastal-security-exercise/articleshow/61595268.cms
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LEMOA in place, US tanker refuels Indian Navy Ship in Sea of Japan 

- Sushant Singh  

In a significant step forward in the increasing military cooperation between India and 

the US, a US Navy tanker refuelled an Indian Navy ship in the Sea of Japan this week. 

This is the first time an Indian ship has been refuelled at sea by a US tanker, an activity 

facilitated by operationalisation of the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 

Association (LEMOA) between the two countries. 

INS Satpura, an Indian Navy stealth frigate, was refuelled by USNS John Ericsson, a 

US Navy tanker, as a Replenishment at Sea (RAS) activity carried out under Exercise 

PASSEX (participation exercise). Besides INS Satpura, INS Kadmatt and a Japanese 

Maritime Self Defence Force vessel, J S Inazuma, also participated in the exercise, 

which was conducted from November 3-6 in the Sea of Japan. “The refuelling from a 

US Navy tanker extends the reach of the Indian Navy, allowing it to operate further, 

more persistently and for a longer duration. It is also a statement of intent about the 

India-US relationship,” sources told The Indian Express. This PASSEX, which hoped 

to build on Exercise Malabar between the three navies in July, was requested by the 

Indian Navy, as per sources. A PASSEX like this arises when ships from two or more 

navies are operating in the same area and take the opportunity to train together. 

During Exercise Malabar, the two countries had first utilised the LEMOA to transfer 

fuel from INS Jyoti, an Indian Navy tanker, to two US Navy ships. LEMOA was again 

used for accounting purposes during the training Exercise Yudh Abhyas in the US. 

India and the US signed LEMOA last August, giving the militaries of both countries 

access to each other’s facilities for supplies and repairs. The bilateral agreement was, 

however, operationalised earlier this year, once the two sides exchanged the annexures 

listing the point of contacts and the authority chain to be followed. “The refuelling of 

US ships during Malabar was part of a training exercise. This PASSEX is more difficult 

and operational in nature. This refuelling is more operational in nature and would not 

have been possible without LEMOA. But it was not meant to prove LEMOA, it was 

done for tactical reasons,” sources explained. 

Meanwhile, India and the US are working closely to sign the Helicopter Operations on 

Ships Other than Aircraft Carriers (HOSTAC) agreement, which will allow the two 

navies to land and take off from ships of both. The agreement was first proposed by 

the US Navy three years ago but got an impetus during the maritime security dialogue 

between the two countries last May. It was also discussed by US Defense Secretary 

http://indianexpress.com/profile/columnist/sushant-singh/
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James Mattis with Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during his visit to Delhi in 

September. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 11 Nov 2017 

 
 

North Korea Threat Likely To Spur Big Increase In Spending On Navy's 

Aegis Missile Shield 

- Loren Thompson 

Pentagon spending on technology to defend against ballistic missile attacks is rising as 

the Trump Administration responds to recent advances in North Korea's missile 

program and a continuous stream of threats from Pyongyang. On November 6, the 

President sent a letter to House Speaker Paul Ryan requesting a $4 billion increase in 

funding for various missile defense systems -- potentially increasing the fiscal 2018 

budget of the Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency by 50%. The White House wants to 

increase spending for the Ground-based Midcourse Defense managed by Boeing, the 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defense built by Lockheed Martin, and the Standard 

Missile 3 manufactured by Raytheon. All three of these companies contribute to my 

think tank, and together they represent the biggest repository of missile defense 

expertise in the world. Each one is likely to see a significant spike in revenues over the 

next several years, thanks to Kim Jong Un's bellicosity. U.S. leaders, particularly 

Democrats, have long been ambivalent about missile defense for fear that heavy 

investment in anti-ballistic weapons would provoke increased spending by Russia or 

China on offensive nuclear forces -- leading to an arms race. North Korea's 

breakthrough into the nuclear club, though, leaves them with little choice. If North 

Korea's capabilities continue growing, the only military alternative Washington has to 

attacking North Korea is to do a much better job of defending itself and its allies. 

At the moment, the main threat North Korea poses is to those allies, especially Japan 

and South Korea, and to U.S. forces operating in the Western Pacific. But Pyongyang 

is also determined to acquire long-range, nuclear-armed missiles that can reach 

America, and it has made steady progress toward accomplishing that goal. So this 

week's supplemental spending request from the White House is just a down payment 

on what looks to be a major shift in U.S. military priorities favoring missile defense 

programs. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/lemoa-in-place-us-tanker-refuels-indian-navy-ship-in-sea-of-japan-4932082/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/
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Which brings me to the U.S. Navy's Aegis combat system, the most widely deployed 

naval air defense system in the world, and the only mature maritime program capable 

of intercepting ballistic missiles. It can't intercept intercontinental ballistic missiles -- 

the Obama Administration killed that initiative -- but it can defeat every other type of 

ballistic missile in the North Korean arsenal, which means 99% of what Pyongyang 

owns. And at the rate threats are growing, the decision to kill an ICBM-intercept 

capability will probably be revisited soon. Aegis isn't a warship, it is an integrated 

architecture of long-range, high-resolution radars linked to a fire control system, a 

command module and a family of surface-to-air missiles. Lockheed Martin (a 

consulting client) and its corporate forebears have been the system integrator for Aegis 

since its inception in the 1970s. The missiles, which in different variants can intercept 

everything from manned aircraft to cruise missiles to ballistic missiles, are all built by 

Raytheon. 

That's the way the Navy does these things. It finds contractors it trusts, and then sticks 

with them. One benefit of this approach is that a single system integrator has 

comprehensive understanding of all the iterations of Aegis installed on 84 U.S. 

destroyers and cruisers, plus those on the warships of four (soon to be five) allied 

navies. Similarly, Raytheon has exquisite knowledge of every version of the Standard 

Missile ever fielded to the fleet, including the latest SM-3 variant that can take out 

ballistic warheads in space over 1,000 miles away. 

Aegis is the best hope that America has for coping with the global proliferation of 

ballistic missiles. Because it is sea-based, Aegis can be moved anywhere it is needed 

on short notice, and does not require access to the land bases that every other U.S. 

missile defense system requires. Its six-megawatt radars can track any type of ballistic 

missile, including those headed for America -- which is why Aegis is an integral part of 

U.S. plans for defending the U.S. homeland against missile attack. With over a 

hundred Aegis-equipped warships deployed worldwide, it is the most articulated 

missile-tracking network that the U.S. and America's allies possess. Aegis also 

provides the technology for U.S. land-based missile defenses in Europe, under a 

program called "Aegis Ashore." As if all of this were not enough, the U.S. Navy has 

always installed Aegis on multi-mission surface combatants, so when the warships 

deploy to a region, they don't just bring protection again overhead threats -- they also 

can defeat surface and undersea adversaries. 

Other missile defense systems cannot deliver an equivalent degree of versatility. 

However, for all its sophistication, Aegis could be more. For starters, most of the Aegis-
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equipped warships in the U.S. fleet are configured primarily to intercept airborne 

threats. As of fiscal 2018 -- the fiscal year that began on October 1 -- only 36 will be 

equipped to defeat ballistic missiles. And even on the ships that can defeat ballistic 

threats, the Navy only recently has begun installing a capability to defend against both 

airborne and ballistic threats simultaneously. The practical effect of having to choose 

is that when Aegis-equipped warships deploy to a region where both airborne and 

ballistic threats are possible, such as East Asia, two ships must be sent. The latest 

upgrade of Aegis software and hardware, called Baseline 9, will permit simultaneous 

engagement of all overhead threats. It will also enable Aegis to receive information 

from land-based radars and satellite sensors that can be integrated into a fire solution 

for interceptor missiles. But it will be a long time before this capability is fielded to 

most of the fleet. The Navy had a plan to upgrade the capability of earlier Aegis 

destroyers and cruisers that was scaled back in 2015 due to spending limits imposed 

by Obama-era budget caps. So many warships with earlier versions of Aegis may never 

reach the level of functionality feasible with today's hardware and software advances. 

System integrator Lockheed has also argued for upgrading radars to a new 

configuration funded by the Missile Defense Agency, but no such decision has been 

made. 

Beyond that, the Obama Administration's decision to kill a plan that would have given 

Aegis-equipped warships an ability to intercept intercontinental ballistic missiles 

means those warships cannot contribute to a layered defense of the U.S. homeland. In 

a layered defense system, successive tiers of interceptors greatly reduce the 

destructiveness of ballistic missile attacks. For example, if incoming warheads are first 

intercepted by Aegis and then by land-based defenses and each attempt is 80% 

effective, a mere 4% of attacking warheads will reach their targets. Aegis can already 

make that contribution in an Asian scenario where attacking warheads have less than 

intercontinental range. And the radars on board an Aegis-equipped warship can 

contribute to defense of the U.S. homeland even when they are tied up pier-side at 

their home ports. But the latest version of Aegis will not have sufficient defensive 

agility to engage the warheads carried by intercontinental ballistic missiles -- in other 

words, the missiles most likely to be headed for America. This is a major defect in 

current homeland security plans. The Trump Administration's ongoing review of 

ballistic missile defenses has already decided to increase the number of land-based 

interceptor systems protecting the U.S. homeland, but those interceptors are currently 

deployed at two fixed sites potentially subject to destruction in a war. Other than 

mobilizing land-based defensive assets, the only way around this problem is to have 

sensors and interceptors at sea where they are much harder to target. 
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Aegis is the obvious candidate to provide that second, more survivable layer of 

homeland missile defenses. But the President needs to direct such an initiative to get 

the funding flowing, because as of today that option isn't in the Navy's plan, much less 

in the budget. The simple fact is that mobile sea-based defenses are intrinsically more 

flexible and survivable than land-based solutions to cope with any kind of ballistic 

missile threat, but right now Washington has no sea-based program to address the 

missiles that most threaten America. 

Source: www.forbes.com, 09 Nov 2017 

 

 

Could China's New Type 55 Destroyer Beat the US Navy in Battle?  

-Charlie Gao 

One word can probably describe the way Chinese media has been talking about the 

Type 055 destroyer: one-upsmanship. Everything from the amount of VLS cells to the 

displacement weight has been hyped up as being larger and better than the 

competitors. Even the size of the Type 055 has lead some Western analysts, such 

as The Military Balance, to see it as a cruiser and not a destroyer. But what role will 

the Type 055 play in the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)?  And how does it 

match up against the region’s other destroyer heavyweights? The biggest talking point 

of the Type 055 in popular outlets is its massive VLS array. While the American Arleigh 

Burke-class and the Japanese Atago-class have a 96-cell Mk41 VLS, the Type 055 

sports a 112-cell VLS. This VLS is considered to be properly multirole similar to the 

Mk41, capable of launching a wide variety of missiles unlike earlier Chinese VLS on 

the Type 052C destroyer, which were only capable of launching surface to air missiles 

(SAMs). The Type 055 is only overshadowed by South Korea’s new Sejong the Great-

class destroyers, which have 128 multirole VLS cells, and Russian and American 

cruisers. However, the armament inside the Type 055’s VLS is still inferior to that of 

the Arleigh Burke-class destroyers. At the moment, the first of the Type 055 VLS 

is only listed as firing HQ-9B anti-aircraft missiles, YJ-18A anti-ship missiles, and CJ-

1000 land attack cruise missiles, with the possibility for Yu-8A anti-submarine 

missiles. While rumors have flown about them also being equipped with quadpacked 

DK-10 surface to air missiles, their equivalent of NATO’s Enhanced Sea Sparrow 

Missile (ESSM), there is no confirmation of this system being integrated into the Type 

055. In contrast, the quadpacked ESSM is already a mature weapon deployed in the 

Mk41 VLS on the Arleigh Burke-class and many other NATO ships. This allows ESSM-

https://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/2017/11/09/north-korea-threat-likely-to-spur-big-increase-in-spending-on-navys-aegis-missile-shield/2/#673fd23546e8
https://www.iiss.org/en/militarybalanceblog/blogsections/2017-edcc/july-c5e6/china-naval-modernisation-1a05
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/view/2017-10/10/content_7780454.htm
http://www.naval-technology.com/projects/luyangclassmissilede/
http://www.navyrecognition.com/index.php/focus-analysis/naval-technology/5337-chinese-cruiser-or-destroyer-full-details-on-plan-s-first-type-055.html
http://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/11941/chinas-type-055-super-destroyer-is-a-reality-check-for-the-us-and-its-allies


Page 24 of 53 
 

equipped ships to get more “shots” per VLS cell. Also uncertain is the ability for the 

Type 055 to take on a BMD role. While the official PLAN announcement of the Type 

055 includes a mention of anti-missile capability, most analysts seem to agree that this 

is largely anti-cruise missile, and that the ballistic missile defense capability of the 

Type 055 is limited at best.  

This stands in contrast to the South Korean and Japanesedestroyers, both of which 

have full AEGIS BMD capability. In close-in defensive capability, the Type 055 

possesses a slight edge over the Japanese Kongo and Atago-class destroyers, as the 

Japanese destroyers only use 20mm gun Phalanx CIWS systems, whereas the Type 

055 is outfitted with an FL-3000N missile CIWS system in addition to the H/PJ-11 

CIWS 30mm gun CIWS. This puts it on par with certain American destroyers, and the 

South Korean destroyers. 

Another area where the Type 055 seems to have a marked improvement over its 

predecessors is in systems integration. While the details are vague, statements from 

PLA mouthpieces have described the Type 055 as being able to “integrate various 

information receiving from the space, air, water surface, and underwater” While this 

could be something like the Naval Integrated Fire Control-Counter Air that will be 

integrated into the Arleigh Burke-class (which allows Arleigh Burke-class ships to 

fuse sensor data and even hand off engagement control with many other platforms 

such as AWACS), it’s unlikely. Rather, it seems to be focused on the Type 055’s 

potential role as the flagship of a naval task force, directing the engagement and 

providing targets to the Type 052D destroyers it’s likely to operate with. The Type 055 

also has increased cruising range according to some Chinese military observers, which 

would allow it to act as an escort to the new carriers. 

So what does this mean for the United States and its Pacific allies? While the Type 055 

definitely represents a great step forward in capability for the PLAN, especially in its 

ability to build large ships, the United States and it’s regional partners still possess a 

qualitative and quantitative advantage over the PLAN when it comes to high end 

destroyers. Both Japanese and South Korean destroyers use the mature AEGIS radar 

system, integrated with advanced ship to ship missiles of regional design (the Type 90 

SSM for the Japanese and Haesong SSM for the South Koreans). The Japanese and 

Americans also have a proven short-to-medium range VLS launched missile in the 

ESSM, a capability that the Type 055 lacks at the moment. In numbers, currently three 

South Korean Sejong the Great-class destroyers and two Japanese Atago-class 

https://news.usni.org/2016/09/06/new-south-korean-destroyers-ballistic-missile-defense-capability
https://www.defenseindustrydaily.com/up-to-387m-for-japanese-naval-abm-components-0807/
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/view/2017-02/24/content_7501657.htm
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-us-navy-weak-the-chinese-seem-think-so-22873
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/china-vs-america-who-would-win-naval-clash-over-the-south-23100
https://www.iiss.org/en/militarybalanceblog/blogsections/2017-edcc/july-c5e6/china-naval-modernisation-1a05
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destroyers are active. Only one Type 055 has been completed. While the Type 052D 

destroyers are more numerous, with only 64 VLS cells and limited systems they are 

not on the same class as a modern AEGIS destroyer. 

What is uncertain though is if the United States, South Korea, and Japan can keep up 

with the Chinese shipbuilding industry. Four more Type 055s are currently being built, 

which would bring the number of Type 055s up to five. With the Type 055, China has 

proven that it can build ships that are nearly up to the Western standard. With the 

resources at its disposal, China could very well field a technically mature fleet in a short 

period of time. Combined with the completion of their first carrier, the PLAN appears 

to be modernizing very rapidly. While the Type 055 itself is no wonder ship, it heralds 

a new era of advanced Chinese shipbuilding, nearly on par with Western powers. 

 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 10 Nov 2017 
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Federation wants Indian major Port Trust Act to remain 

The convention of Tuticorin Port Mariners and General Staff Union (TPMGSU), which 

is affiliated to All India Port and Dock Workers Federation (AIPDWF), held here on 

Wednesday, resolved to extend full support to a call by six federations of port and dock 

workers to protect the legitimate rights and privileges of workers, P.M. Mohammed 

Haneef, president, AIPDWF said. During the two-day working committee meeting, 

which commenced here on Tuesday, organised by the TPMGSU, the convention 

expressed concern over the prevailing anti-labour and anti-port policies of the Indian 

Ports Management and the Shipping Ministry over sidelining trade unions and 

national federations while taking decisions on labour issues. The decision taken by the 

government to replace the Indian Major Port Trust Act, 1963 by the Major Port 

Authorities Bill, 2016 without considering suggestions made by the federations was 

detrimental to the interest of workers, he told a press conference here. 

Even after a lapse of several months, the wage revision committee, constituted by the 

government this year to revise wage structure of group ‘C’ and ‘D’ employees of major 

ports, its proceedings had not been completed so far. 

Moreover, he said the VOC Port Trust management was urged to take appropriate 

action for revision of incentive scheme for traffic employees, procurements of mooring 

boats and new tug for marine operations, allocation of adequate fund towards pension 

and medical facilities to pensioners. Thousands of posts were kept vacant in major 

ports affecting operations and on the other hand, regular nature of jobs had either 

been outsourced or contracted to the private sector, Mr. Mohammed Haneef said. He 

said demonstrations would be organised in all major ports on December 20 

demanding the Centre to fulfil the demands of port federations. Expressing concern 

over the missing seafarers from a ship that capsized off the Philippines a few months 

ago, he said the AIPDWF would urge the Centre to take concrete steps to ensure safety 

of seafarers. 

Source: www.thehindu.com, 08 Nov 2017 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/convention/article20004631.ece
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First Indian wheat consignment via Chabahar port reaches Afghanistan 

In a significant sign of trilateral cooperation, the first consignment of wheat from India 

to Afghanistan, that was flagged off by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and 

her Afghan counterpart Salahuddin Rabbani on October 29, reached the Afghan city 

of Zaranj near the Iran-Afghanistan border on Saturday via the Iranian port of 

Chabahar, thereby bypassing Pakistan.  "First India wheat shipment via #Chabahar 

welcomed into Zaranj #Afghanistan with traditional song, dance and joy! Proud 

moment!!," Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan Manpreet Vohra tweeted.  

Vohra said that pictures of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Afghan President Ashraf 

Ghani and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani decorated Zaranj as the shipment 

arrived.  The shipment to Afghanistan comes in the wake of Afghan President Ashraf 

Ghani's one-day visit to India on October 24. India is a major development aid partner 

for strife-torn Afghanistan. While flagging off the shipment on October 29, Sushma 

Swaraj also thanked Iran "for providing assistance in facilitating the movement of this 

gift through Chabahar Port".  "This shows the convergence between the ancient 

civilisations of India, Afghanistan and Iran to spur unhindered flow of commerce and 

trade throughout the region," she said.  

The shipment is part of a commitment made by India to supply 1.1 million tonnes of 

wheat for the people of Afghanistan on a grant basis. This is the first shipment to go to 

Afghanistan through Chabahar after the trilateral agreement to develop the port as a 

transport and transit corridor between India, Iran and Afghanistan was signed by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Iranian and Afghan Presidents Hassan Rouhani 

and Ashraf Ghani, respectively, in May last year.  

 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 11 Nov 2017 

 

 

Japan trade boss flags Indian port woes 

Calcutta has great potential but poor inland connectivity and below-par processing 

facilities at the port negate the positives, the chief director-general of Japan’s external 

trade organisation said on the sidelines of a business summit in Calcutta. “The 

automobile manufacturers of Japan have created a global value chain. Many parts of 

automobiles are manufactured in southeast Asian nations like Malaysia, the 

Philippines and Indonesia. The manufactured parts are shipped to the Mumbai and 

Chennai ports to finally go to factories in India, but these do not go through Calcutta,” 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/1st-indian-wheat-consignment-via-chabahar-reaches-afghanistan/articleshow/61606821.cms
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Kazuya Nakajo, a speaker at The Economic Summit 2017, organised by the Research 

Centre for Eastern and North Eastern Regional Studies-Kolkata (CENERS-K) and 

partnered by The Telegraph, told Metro on Saturday. “The Mumbai port has excellent 

processing facilities, a reason why many ships prefer Mumbai. Calcutta has to 

improve,” said the chief director-general of Japan External Trade Organisation 

(Jetro). “India should make efforts to make its east join this global value chain. Since 

Calcutta is the largest city of eastern India, it is well placed to use this potential but the 

inland connectivity from Calcutta to other parts of the country has to improve.” The 

summit, held at the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on Saturday, was organised to 

discuss how east and northeast India can become the driving force of India’s Act East 

policy. “All eastern nations are becoming economic powers of the world,” CENERS-K 

vice-president Aniruddha Lahiri said, underlining the importance of the summit. 

It is against this backdrop that the speakers discussed the potential for economic 

growth in eastern and northeastern India, which are considered backward compared 

with the country’s west and south. Some of the major Japanese automakers 

functioning out of India – such as Suzuki, Honda and Toyota – do not have any 

presence in the east and northeast. An automobile industry expert said the problems 

the Jetro boss listed were only a few among the ones plaguing Calcutta. “Since Chennai 

and Pune are automobile hubs, many prefer going to the Chennai and Mumbai ports 

directly,” the expert said. Another reason why big cargo ships tend to avoid the city 

port is inadequate depth of the river. “What can be ferried to the Mumbai port in one 

large ship has to be brought to Calcutta in two or three smaller vessels,” he said. 

Another speaker at the summit who highlighted the need to develop ports on the 

eastern coast was Tharadol Thongruang, a representative of the Royal Thai embassy 

in Delhi. Among other speakers at the summit were former air chief marshal Arup 

Raha and Bengal IT secretary Debashis Sen, who spoke about the need to “embrace 

technology” for the east to progress. 

Source:www.hellenicshippingnews.com, 13 Nov 2017  

 

UN dismisses Saudi conditions to reopen Yemen port 

The United Nations on Tuesday dismissed a Saudi demand that tighter inspections be 

put in place at Yemen's rebel-held Hodeida port before a devastating blockade is 

lifted.  The Saudi-led coalition fighting rebels in Yemen shut down the country's land, 

sea and air borders a week ago in response to a missile attack by the Iran-backed 

Houthis that was intercepted near Riyadh. 

http://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/japan-trade-boss-flags-indian-port-woes/
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The UN has warned that an already catastrophic humanitarian crisis in Yemen was 

worsening each day that aid shipments remained blocked.  Saudi Arabia's ambassador 

to the UN Abdallah al-Mouallimi told reporters in New York on Monday that ports in 

government-controlled areas such as Aden, Mukalla and Mocha will be reopened, but 

demanded more rigorous checks at the Red Sea port of Hodeida. The UN's aid 

coordinator in Yemen, Jamie McGoldrick, said there was no time to wait for a new 

inspection system to be set up.  "The humanitarian impact of what is happening here 

right now is unimaginable," he told reporters in Geneva in a phone conference.  "I 

don't think discussions (on new inspections) should hamper the port remaining open", 

he added.  "The humanitarian aspect of this is something we need to address 

immediately because we can't have those ports closed or those airports closed while 

we wait for discussions on new (inspection) mandates to go ahead." 

McGoldrick underscored that UN aid was the main lifeline for most of Yemen's 

population, seven million of whom are at risk of famine.  

He said that a UN verification and inspection mechanism already in place could work 

with the Saudi-led coalition on implementing new procedures but that keeping ports 

closed in the interim was not viable. Stocks of diesel and petrol are running out in parts 

of Yemen because of the blockade, while the prices of basic goods have skyrocketed.  

The blockade "is complicating what is already a catastrophic situation", McGoldrick 

said.  Saudi Arabia and its allies intervened in Yemen in March 2015 to push back the 

Iran-backed Houthi rebels who control the capital Sanaa, and restore the government 

of President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi to power. 

Source: www.gulf-times.com, 14 Nov 2017 

 

Shipping Containers for Cass Corridor Food Hall Start Stacking Up 

Brenna Houck 

Cass Corridor’s hotly anticipated shipping container food hall and events space Detroit 

Shipping Company is beginning to take shape on Peterboro Street. Partners and 

vendors slated to occupy the venue gathered at the site on Saturday to watch as 

construction crews used trucks, cranes, and other heavy equipment to begin stacking 

the steel containers. The container assembly marked a major step in the timeline of 

the business, which was originally announced in 2015 by founders Jonathan 

Hartzell, James Therkalsen, and architect Dominic Walbridge. When it’s completed, 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/571163/UN-dismisses-Saudi-conditions-to-reopen-Yemen-port
https://detroit.eater.com/authors/brenna-houck
https://detroit.eater.com/venue/detroit-shipping-company
https://detroit.eater.com/venue/detroit-shipping-company
https://detroit.eater.com/2015/8/12/9141957/food-hall-detroit-shipyard-midtown
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Detroit Shipping Company will be comprised of 21 repurposed containers spanning 

roughly 12,000-square-feet. Before being stacked and assembled, each metal box was 

partially built out offsite and assigned to a particular vendor. The food hall will feature 

a total of six food vendors including Brujo Tacos & Tapas, Coop, Bangkok 96, and a 

coffee and nitrogen ice cream company Minus 320. An additional vendor — a 

Windsor-based burger restaurant — is currently in the process of being finalized. 

Detroit Shipping Company is also seeking an additional restaurant to fill out the 

building. The food hall will also house two bars. After so many set backs in the timeline, 

Detroit Shipping Company’s team was hesitant to provide a strict opening date but 

estimated the project could debut by late winter or early spring. 

Shipping container architecture has grown in popularity in Detroit over the past 

several years. Campus Martius now features a seasonal restaurant housed in a 

shipping container called The Fountain Detroit and a pop-up vendor space is headed 

to the Dequindre Cut in 2018. Likewise, a forthcoming edible cookie dough shop is 

expected to open in NW Goldberg inside a building made from six containers. 

Source: detroit.eater.com, 14 Nov 2017 

 

Denmark Zooms in on Developments in Autonomous Shipping 

 

- Aiswarya Lakshmi 

A conference on autonomous ships hosted by the Danish Maritime Authority zooms 

in on the potential for using new technology on board ships. Before long, the Danish 

Maritime Authority can take the next step in its efforts to create a sound and safe 

framework for utilising new technology in shipping. At the international conference 

“Zooming in on autonomous ships”, which was held today, and which had been 

arranged by the Danish Maritime Authority (DMA) in cooperation with Danish 

Shipping and Danish Maritime, the consultancy company Rambøll and the law firm 

CORE unveiled a few of the conclusions from a new report. And they included a 

number of specific proposals for areas where the Danish Maritime Authority 

could advantageously introduce new regulations to promote digitalisation within the 

shipping industry. Minister for Industry, Business and Financial Affairs Brian 

Mikkelsen is ready to support this. He said: "The Government is of the view that it is 

quite decisive that Denmark is a frontrunner as regards digitalisation, and the 

shipping industry contains a huge potential for digitalisation. As Minister for Industry, 

https://detroit.eater.com/2016/7/1/12083346/fountain-detroit-campus-martius-photos
https://detroit.eater.com/2016/7/1/12083346/fountain-detroit-campus-martius-photos
https://detroit.eater.com/venue/the-fountain-detroit
https://detroit.eater.com/2017/10/20/16511298/freight-yard-detroit-dequindre-cut-shipping-container-development-concessions
https://detroit.eater.com/2017/10/30/16570772/detroit-dough-opening-edible-cookie-dough-cafe
https://detroit.eater.com/2017/11/14/16651846/detroit-shipping-co-food-hall-construction
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/danish-maritime
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/danish-maritime-authority
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/danish-maritime-authority
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/denmark
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Business and Financial Affairs, I will ensure that the regulation supports this so that 

the industry can utilise the potential for growth without running into any unnecessary 

barriers.” The Rambøll/CORE report, which is expected to be published on 1 

December 2017, will list a number of areas where new rules have to be developed in 

order to make it possible for companies and shipowners to put the new technology into 

daily use. Some of the specific areas from the report that were presented at today’s 

conference concerned the application on autonomous ships of the regulations for 

preventing collisions at sea and the competences to be held by the crew in order to, 

inter alia, remotely control the ship from ashore. 

As regards the new technology, there are several degrees of autonomous ships – from 

automatic steering of the ship with crewmembers on board to full automation without 

anybody on board. Especially in connection with full automation, the rules will be 

challenged and must be drawn up in a new way ensuring a continuously high level of 

safety. 

Source: www.marinelink.com, 14 Nov 2017 
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Polysiloxane coatings for anticorrosion applications in Marine 

Environment 

Researchers have investigated nanostructured superhydrophobic polysiloxane 

coatings for high barrier and anticorrosion applications in marine environment. The 

use of epoxy and polyurethanecoatings as marine topcoats have been influenced by 

their inherent high surface energy property which increases their affinity to water and 

microorganisms. Thus, their susceptibility to degradation is enhanced. Because of this 

defect, recently, nanostructured hydrophobic and superhydrophobic polysiloxane 

coatings are being preferred as topcoats. But the appropriate nanoparticle size and 

matrix : filler ratio which provide guide for the design of desired topcoats are scarcely 

available. 

Test methods used 

In view of this, a series of hydrophobic and superhydrophobic coatings were prepared 

by sol-gel process based on perfluorodecyltrichlorosilane (FDTS), different nano ZnO 

particles and poly(dimethylsiloxane) (PDMS) : nano ZnO ratios. The liquid repellency, 

surface morphology and roughness of the coatings were conducted by use of contact 

angle goniometer, field emission scanning electron microscopy and atomic force 

microscopy, respectively. Additionally, the electrochemical and salt spray corrosion 

tests were conducted. 

Highest anticorrosion performance 

According to the results, modifications of the coatings showed that anticorrosion 

performance was considerably influenced by the surface properties which were 

dependent on nanoZnO size and PDMS : nano ZnO ratio. Remarkably, the optimum 

effect was observed on the superhydrophobic coating based on 30 nm ZnO and 1:1 

ratio. This displayed highest anticorrosion performance, and is therefore 

recommended as a guide for the design of marine topcoats. 

Source: www.european-coatings.com, 08 Nov 2017 

 

 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

http://www.european-coatings.com/Raw-material-databases/Coatings-Ingredients-Database#url=%2Fselectors%2Fc-resins-epoxies
http://www.european-coatings.com/Raw-material-databases/Coatings-Ingredients-Database#url=%2Fselectors%2Fc-resins-polyurethanes-pu
http://www.european-coatings.com/Raw-materials-technologies/Applications/Protective-Marine-coatings/Polysiloxane-coatings-for-anticorrosion-applications-in-marine-environment
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Climate Change influences priorities for Hawke’s Bay 

A new climate change report will help Hawke’s Bay Regional Council to re-prioritise 

its work programme, ahead of 2018’s Long Term Plan. The Hawke’s Bay Climate 

Resilience Programme report - received by today’s Environment & Services Committee 

meeting - points out benefits from climate change solutions, including better water 

quality, better biodiversity and a healthier marine environment. Sea level rise from 

climate change is already confronting coastal communities and our region is facing a 

warmer, drier and stormier future. Hawke’s Bay Regional Council is preparing itself to 

increase the region’s resilience to these changes while developing Council’s next Long 

Term Plan. The report emphasises the need to adapt to challenges and take advantage 

of opportunities presented by climate change for Hawke’s Bay forests, urban centres, 

farming operations, biodiversity, biosecurity, rivers, water supplies, and flood and 

coastal defences. Environment and Services Committee Chair Tom Belford welcomed 

the report saying, “Looking at this report, it is within reach for Hawke’s Bay to become 

carbon neutral, for example. Addressing climate change also puts us on a path to deal 

with water quality issues, improve biodiversity and the marine environment.” 

The report proposes a stronger approach to policy and funding options, carrying out a 

regional climate resilience assessment, and exploring new ways of funding and 

financing solutions that may involve public-private partnerships. HBRC CEO James 

Palmer emphasises the Council’s role of enhancing the region’s environment. “With 

2018’s Long Term Plan in focus, Councillors are considering the extra resources and 

funding we’ll need across all of the Council’s projects and operational activities. In this 

area alone, we may need ambitious, large-scale tree planting and management, 

particularly on over 200,000 hectares of vulnerable steep land in our region,” says Mr 

Palmer.” “One of many questions is: how fast does the community wants us to work to 

keep soil on the land and improve the region’s rivers, alongside other priorities coming 

together in our Long Term Plan,” adds Mr Palmer. 

Source: www.scoop.co.nz, 15 Nov 2017 

 

Sunday Herald Letters: The impact of salmon farming on marine life, 

misogyny, the ethics of smacking  and reviewers' spoilers 

As a former employee of several Scottish fish farms, I welcome Rob Edwards's 

investigative reporting on the industrial practices the public don't see and the 

Scottish Government don't want us to see ('Cover-up' claim on fish farm pesticide, 

Environment, November 5). I also welcome your editorial which raised important 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK1711/S00388/climate-change-influences-priorities-for-hawkes-bay.htm
http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=Government&topic_id=8816
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questions about the influence of the fish farming industry and the Scottish 

Government on the independent status of the Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency (Sepa) . Last week the First Minister repeated her government's "absolute 

commitment" to the protection of the Scottish marine environment. Why, then, did 

the Government put pressure on Sepa to water down a proposed ban on the pesticide 

known as Slice, used by fish farmers to kill sea lice that infest and kill farmed salmon 

– despite scientific advice that it could also be killing wildlife in sea lochs? 

The Scottish Government strongly supports fish farming (particularly salmon farming 

for its exports to China) because of the benefits to the economy and to employment in 

remote coastal communities, but at what cost to wildlife and its habitats? In February, 

Rob Edwards reported that "at least 45 lochs around Scotland's coast have been 

contaminated by toxic pesticides from fish farms that can harm wildlife and human 

health, according to data released by Sepa". 

In the 1970s I worked on a trout farm that regularly used a chemical called malachite 

green to treat fungal disease in fish. It dyed the water completely green and was 

discharged into the nearby river which supplied water for more than 500,000 farmed 

fish. This chemical was still in use in the UK until 2002 when it was banned by the EU 

due to fears about its effects, including carcinogenic symptoms, on human health. 

I am not against fish farming in principle, but would welcome an independent inquiry 

into the industry's effects on the marine environment and wildlife, including wild 

salmon and sea trout whose numbers have declined greatly since the arrival of salmon 

cages on the west coast. Bad practices, including the use of pesticides that may be 

harmful to wildlife, must be stamped out, and the Scottish Government is the 

responsible custodian of the marine environment which is claims to cherish. 

 

Tommy Stanton 

Haddington 

Rob Edwards again reports on allegations of dodgy deals between Government 

departments and the factory fish farming industry. I have experienced the way the 

Scottish Government bends over backwards to accommodate largely foreign-owned 

salmon farms. From allowing salmon farmers to shoot seals to hiding details of the 

polluting toxic chemicals routinely used to kill sealice, Scottish Government officials 

seem to think nothing is too much to do to keep the industry happy. 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=Scotland&topic_id=8820
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John F Robins, 

Save Our Seals Fund 

Tackle Misogyny To Prevent Abuse 

Amidst the blizzard of articles on sexual abuse, now centring on our parliaments and 

other corridors of power, practically nothing is written about the root causes of this 

malaise: the enduring presence of misogyny in our culture, and the pernicious 

influence of the internet in promoting this (SNPcaught in sexual harassment scandal 

as party favourite resigns, News, November 5). Writer Will Self put this point succintly 

recently on the BBC: “internet pornography is the global petri-dish of misogyny in our 

society.” There is an abundance of evidence that Will Self is right. So why isn’t curbing 

pornography uppermost in the minds of legislators, not to mention the supposed 

moral guardians of our age, the churches? The longstanding test of obscenity used to 

be that of “liability to deprave and corrupt”. In Scotland, public decency was protected 

by the legal maxim that “all shamelessly indecent conduct is criminal”. These 

standards have been departed from, allowing pornographers free rein and normalising 

a culture of misogyny. We must reinstate these standards of morality and decency, 

outlawing pornography and properly protecting our people, particularly women and 

children, from these malign influences. It means practical action, not honeyed words, 

from our legislators. 

Randolph Murray 

Rannoch 

Smacking Issue Is Not Clear-Cut 

I smiled when I read letters dutifully supporting a law banning the physical 

chastisement of children (Smacking teaches children that violence is OK, Letters, 

November 5). You asserted a fortnight earlier that “anyone who believes that beating 

a child is in any way justifiable or acceptable should seek help for their mental health” 

(Laurels for smacking ban campaigners, Editorial, October 22). Who in their right 

mind would out themselves to that kind of opprobrium? Well, at the risk of attracting 

the attention of men-in-white-coats, I would ask to muddy the waters. A settled 

consensus exists among relevant professionals that it is better for all concerned to 

support parents in crisis than criminalise them. This law will ensnare committed, 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=SNP&topic_id=8742
http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=news&topic_id=8743
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loving parents, and be wholly redundant for sophisticated sadistic parents. It will 

remove the potential of judicious discretion by experts. Further, adequate legal 

provision (with the arguable exception of cyber-abuse) already exists to protect 

children. Has anyone evaluated the efficacy of this law? John Finnie MSP, its proposer, 

has stated it is only intended to send a message. That is not a proper use of statute. 

Archie Beaton 

Inverness 

Moves to criminalise parents who reasonably chastise their children would 

disproportionately impact migrant families, the poor and working classes. A smacking 

ban is the invention of a white, middle-class elite. Children will be taken away or put 

on an at-risk register, parents will be hauled to court. The moral policing of mothers, 

because they did not fit the mainstream idealisation of middle-class mothers, is 

discrimination. Wedging the state and a host of self-styled “experts” between parents 

and their children would transform family life into a series of techniques. 

B McKenna 

Dumbarton 

Spoilers Ruin The Fun Of Film-Going 

A couple of months ago, I wrote complaining about book reviewers who include 

spoilers. Here we go again – only, this time it’s film reviewers (Also released, Sunday 

Herald Life magazine, November 5). I’m glad I saw The Killing Of A Sacred Deer before 

I read the reviews. Damon Smith’s review was not free from spoilers, although he was 

by no means one of the worst offenders. Reviewers in several other national 

newspapers gave way too much away. Had I read the reviews before seeing the film, it 

would have had a negative impact on my enjoyment of watching it. With a film such as 

this, a large part of the enjoyment was not knowing what was going to happen. The 

surprise element is all-important. Film reviewers, like book reviewers, have one of the 

cushiest jobs of all. Doing something they enjoy and that they would, no doubt, do for 

pleasure, even if they weren’t getting paid for it. If it is safe to assume that they don’t 

want to spoil the viewing experience for other filmgoers, why do they do just that? And 

why don’t editors remind them not to include spoilers in their reviews? 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=MSP&topic_id=8781
http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=Inverness&topic_id=8802
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Sandra Busell 

Edinburgh 

Build Event Was Under-Reported 

I was at the Scottish Independence Convention’s Build: Bridges To Indy event in 

Edinburgh on Saturday, Nov 4 with around 1799 others. Inspiring, committed 

speakers presented information on what needs done to increase the Yes vote next time 

round. Next day, I bought my Sunday Herald as usual. There was only a small article 

on page three (‘Westminster in decay’ Salmond tells indy supporters, News, November 

5). We have only two declared independence-supporting papers and to date your paper 

has been brilliant. Has something changed? 

Source: www.heraldscotland.com, 12 Nov 2017 

 

Plastic pollution reaches ocean's deepest parts 

- Frazer Maude 

Plastic pollution has reached the very depths of our oceans, according to data released 

on behalf of Sky Ocean Rescue. A team led by scientists at Newcastle University has 

sampled organisms found in six of the world's deepest ocean trenches. Deep sea 

landers were sent down to depths ranging from 7,000m to almost 10,900m (over 

seven miles) in the Japan, Izu-Bonin, Mariana, Kermadec, New Hebrides and the 

Peru-Chile trenches around the Pacific Rim. In all the locations they found plastic 

inside the stomachs of the shrimp-like Lysianossoidea amphipods they collected. In 

one of the areas 100% of the creatures tested had plastic in their gut. The lowest level 

of pollutants found was around 50%. This shows that not only have plastics reached 

the deepest chasms of our oceans, but they are being ingested by the animals that live 

there. Lead scientist Dr Alan Jamieson told Sky News: "We felt we had to do this study 

given the unique access we have to some of the most remote places on earth, and we 

are using these samples to make a poignant statement about mankind's legacy. "These 

observations are the deepest possible record of microplastic occurrence and ingestion, 

indicating it is highly likely there are no marine ecosystems left that are not impacted 

by anthropogenic debris." The fragments identified include semi-synthetic cellulosic 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=Edinburgh&topic_id=8798
http://www.heraldscotland.com/search/?search=Independence&topic_id=8777
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15655964.Sunday_Herald_Letters__The_impact_of_salmon_farming_on_marine_life__misogyny__the_ethics_of_smacking_____and_reviewers__39__spoilers/?ref=arc
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fibres, such as Rayon, Lyocell and Ramie, which are all microfibres used in products 

such as textiles, Nylon, polyethylene, and polyamide. 

Many recent surveys have created an awareness of plastic pollution in our oceans, and 

the effects this has on marine life. An estimated 300 million tonnes of plastic now 

litters the oceans, with more than 5 trillion plastic pieces - weighing over 250,000 

tonnes - currently floating on the surface. It's thought that around eight million tonnes 

of plastic enters our oceans every year. Some 60% to 90% of all pollution in the sea is 

plastic based. Dr Jamieson added: "Once these plastics reach the deep-seafloor there 

is simply nowhere else for them to go, therefore it is assumed they will simply 

accumulate in greater quantities. "This is a very worrying find. Isolating plastic fibres 

from inside animals from nearly 11 kilometres deep just shows the extent of the 

problem." 

Source: news.sky.com, 15 Nov 2017 

 

 

Plastic Ocean Pollution: A driver of Climate Change? 

-Sarah Mosko 

Though burning fossil fuels is the primary cause of global warming, fossil fuels could 

also be driving climate change via a completely different mechanism involving ocean 

plastic debris and tiny, bioluminescent fish living hundreds of meters beneath the 

ocean’s surface. Lanternfish (aka myctophids) are only a few inches long typically but 

so ubiquitous that they account for over half the ocean’s total fish-mass. They are vital 

to the ocean’s ability to sequester more carbon than all the world’s forests do on land 

through a daily mass migration that plays out in all seven seas. By day, lanternfish 

avoid predators in deep, dimly lit waters, but they ascend nightly to the surface to 

gorge on carbon-rich plankton before descending back down where they deposit their 

carbon-rich poop. They also sequester carbon when eaten by larger fish. Carbon 

sequestration by lanternfish is central to the overall role of marine environments in 

reducing human-caused CO2 emissions in the atmosphere – by an estimated 20-35 

percent. 

Thus, anything harmful to lanternfish could hinder the ocean’s capacity to act as a 

carbon sink. Alarming evidence that small bits of floating plastic debris resemble the 

https://news.sky.com/story/plastic-pollution-reaches-oceans-deepest-parts-11127144
https://emagazine.com/lanternfish/
https://emagazine.com/author/sarah-mosko/
https://courses.seas.harvard.edu/climate/seminars/pdfs/khatiwala.primeau.hall.nature.2009.pdf
https://courses.seas.harvard.edu/climate/seminars/pdfs/khatiwala.primeau.hall.nature.2009.pdf
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plankton lanternfish feast on could spell trouble for them and, consequently, the 

climate. 

Lanternfish are consuming ocean plastics 

Most plastics are still derived from petroleum and natural gas and, for practical 

purposes, are non-biodegradable, even though they fragment during weathering into 

progressively smaller pieces. Marine debris is composed primarily of plastics which 

accumulate in circulating ocean convergence zones called gyres. Since the 

groundbreaking discovery by the Algalita Marine Research Foundation in 1999 that 

plastic debris outweighed zooplankton in the surface waters of the N. Pacific gyre by a 

ratio of 6:1, there has been concern that small plastic fragments might be mistaken for 

food by plankivorous sea life. A follow-up study revealed that more than a third of the 

stomachs of lanternfish captured at the ocean’s surface in the N. Pacific gyre contained 

plastic fragments. Importantly, ingested plastics were similar in size (1-3 mm) and 

color (clear, white and blue) to the area’s zooplankton. 

Researchers at the Scripps Institute of Oceanography confirmed that lanternfish are 

consuming plastics and estimated that the weight of plastic debris consumed annually 

by fish in the in the N. Pacific gyre alone is 10s of tons. 

Ingestion of plastic debris by lanternfish is thought to explain an otherwise head-

scratching finding. Mass quantities of the plastics that are entering the ocean are 

disappearing, according to scientists who measured plastic debris in the surface 

waters of all five of the world’s major gyres. Importantly, the missing plastic is largely 

debris 2-3 mm in size, matching the lanternfish’s plankton diet. Intestinal blockage, 

malnutrition and starvation are obvious potential dangers of consuming plastic debris, 

though chemicals associated with marine plastics might pose greater threats. Oily 

toxic pollutants commonly found in seawater adsorb to the surface of plastics. Once 

ingested, the pollutants can transfer to the tissues of wildlife with potential for transfer 

up the food chain as smaller fish are eaten by larger ones. Threat also stems from the 

basic building blocks of some polymers. Polycarbonate plastic, for example, is derived 

from BPA (bisphenol A), an estrogen mimic so harmful to the development of lab 

animals that use of polycarbonate plastics in baby bottles and sippy cups was banned 

in the United States in 2012. The basic constituents of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and 

polystyrene plastics are known or suspected carcinogens. The myriad of additives 

which impart desired properties to plastic products add another layer of concern. 

Phthalate plasticizers and polybrominated flame retardants are common additives 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X0100114X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21067782
http://www.int-res.com/articles/meps2011/432/m432p173.pdf
http://www.pnas.org/content/111/28/10239
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17532349
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which interfere with hormonal systems in mammals, for example. Because additives 

are not bonded to the plastic polymer, they can leach out of ingested plastics into an 

organism’s tissues. A recent study documented contamination of lanternfish tissue 

with chemicals both manufactured into plastics and adsorbed from seawater. 

Furthermore, the buoyancy of plastics might interfere with the lanternfish’s ability to 

complete its migration from the surface back down to deeper waters, critical to 

sequestering carbon in the ocean’s depth. 

Ocean plastic pollution to increase further 

If lanternfish eating plastic debris represents a threat to climate stability, the situation 

is projected to only get worse. Half of all plastics that ever existed were produced in 

just the last 13 years, according to a first-ever accounting of all plastic created 

anywhere on Earth since 1950. Of the 6300 million metric tons of plastic waste ever 

generated through 2015, roughly one-fifth has been recycled or incinerated, leaving 

four-fifths amassed in landfills or in the natural environment. 

If current trends prevail through 2050, landfills and the natural environment will have 

accumulated 12,000 million metric tons of plastic waste. In another first-ever study, 

researchers estimated how much plastic waste is entering the ocean yearly from the 

mismanaged discards of people in coastal countries worldwide – between 4.8 and 12.7 

million metric tons or 1-5 percent of plastics generated. Depending on buoyancy, some 

plastics float while others sink to the bottom or distribute throughout the water 

column. Given the ocean’s expanse and the rate that new plastics are entering, open 

ocean cleanup schemes are not a feasible solution. 

The Solution 

At the heart of the global climate crisis is mankind’s dysfunctional relationship to fossil 

fuels. As in any bad relationship, ignoring the problem only kicks the can down the 

road while the problem continues to fester. In this case the road leads to greater 

climate instability which, in the very least, portends more violent storms and droughts, 

spread of human diseases, social, economic and political upheavals and mass species 

extinction. The needed relational shift is to transition from an economy based on fossil 

fuels as a primary source of energy and material feedstock for manufactured goods to 

one thriving on renewable energy sources and manufactured goods which are 

biodegradable or easily recycled.  Abandoning single-use plastics is also an imperative. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969714000679?via%3Dihub
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5517107/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/347/6223/768
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Source: magazine.com/lanternfish/, 27 Oct 2017 

 

Cornwall proposes ban on plastic straws in bars to cut Ocean Pollution 

‘Trashy’ Sea Sculptures focus attention on Ocean Pollution 

- Hannah Lawrence 

Cornwall could become the first county in Britain to ban plastic straws in an attempt 

to protect its coastline. A proposal to ban plastic straws from bars has been put forward 

by campaign group Final Straw Cornwall who say the move would protect local 

wildlife. Straws can take hundreds of years to decompose and have been known to 

cause harm to animals. Final Straw Cornwall organiser James Neale told Pirate FM: 

“The main aim is to stop businesses using single use plastic straws across the whole of 

Cornwall - and for Cornwall to become the first straw-free county in the UK. “Because 

Cornwall is out on the peninsula and it's a beautiful place with loads of wonderful 

beaches and full of tourist attractions, we're in a really strong position. “It's a really big 

environmental issue - not just to our oceans, but just generally.” Straws have become 

a new concern for environmentalists keen to reduce the amount of plastic that ends up 

washed up in our oceans. It is thought 8.5bn straws are used in the UK every year, 

according to figures from ITV. The group also have chef James Strawbridge on board 

as an ambassador. He said: “A whole bunch of Cornish businesses are already behind 

this and we are starting to make announcements on this. ”It's a celebration of a whole 

load of like-minded people working together. It's not a case of if it's a case of when. 

“It's really excited and I think the quicker we do this, it will allow us to reflect back 

what we've achieved in Cornwall in the rest of the UK and internationally”. Earlier this 

year pub chain JD Wetherspoon stopped automatically putting plastic straws in drinks 

for customers and from January 2018 will only use biodegradable paper straws. Bars 

and restaurants have come under increasing pressure from Refuse The Straw, a 

campaign started in the US and backed by Vivienne Westwood. 

Source: www.independent.co.uk, 11 Nov 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

https://emagazine.com/lanternfish/
http://www.independent.co.uk/author/hannah-lawrence
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/plastic-straws-jd-wetherspoons-environment-campaign-recycling-refuse-the-straw-all-bar-one-a7969791.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/plastic-straws-jd-wetherspoons-environment-campaign-recycling-refuse-the-straw-all-bar-one-a7969791.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/cornwall-plastic-straws-ban-ocean-environment-pollution-a8050031.html
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How India can counter China's attempt to shape geopolitics through 

aggression  

- Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury 

The 19th Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), which ensured a second 

term for Xi Jinping, consolidated his position as the most powerful Chinese leader in 

decades. It was held a little less than two months after the Chinese president and Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi decided in their Xiamen meeting to take a forward looking 

approach beyond the Dokalam episode.  The continuity in Chinese leadership is 

expected to further the outcome of the Xiamen meet held on the sidelines of the BRICS 

Summit. Yet, even as the two sides engage in a series of dialogues, all eyes in Delhi are 

on any aggressive approach to fulfil the ‘Chinese dream’ as espoused by Xi.  

Initiatives launched by Xi, including the One Belt One Road (Obor), will certainly gain 

further momentum in the next few years. Delhi, along with others, will be closely 

watching the pace of execution of this mega plan, whose end goals still remain unclear.  

Obor, coupled with the People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA) modernisation drive, can be 

seen as an attempt to shape geopolitics through aggression. Beijing, since 2008, has 

shown scant respect for a global rules-based order, including international maritime 

law, and Xi’s second term is unlikely to be an exception. A possible counterbalance will 

be engagement with Beijing, as well as steps to hedge China by like-minded nations.  

Over the past 25 years, India and China have attempted to seek convergences in areas 

of interest, including WTO and climate change, and to manage differences that include 

the Sino-Pak axis and disputed boundary with an aim to overcome the effects of the 

1962 India-China war.  

The approach has worked well, although marked by provocation from Beijing from 

time to time — whether it be regarding ‘stapled visas’, the refusal of visas to senior 

Indian Army personnel, or three major transgressions along the Line of Actual Control 

since 2013 that includes Dokalam, or the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor that 

passes through the Line of Control.  Criticism of India’s ties with the Dalai Lama and 

the latter’s visit to Arunachal Pradesh have also been sharper in recent years. But to 

manage the relationship, several bilateral confidence-building measures (CBMs) have 

been put in place.  

GEOPOLITICS 
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Today, India and China have far greater mechanisms than before — BRICS (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China, South Africa), RIC (Russia, India, China), the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO), and even the G-20 and East Asia Summit — to 

engage to build better ties. Economic partnership has witnessed a steady growth. But 

Chinese firms are yet to take full advantage of opportunities that India is offering.  

Come December and India will get a sense of China’s approach towards it when foreign 

ministerc visits Delhi. This will be a first political visit from China in months, and the 

first since the PLA attempted to forcibly change the status quo at Dokalam. The 

message that Wang carries from Xi will be closely monitored. In China, messaging and 

gestures carry immense significance.  As evident from the 19th Party Congress, the 

personality cult has made a comeback in China and Xi will loom large in Sino-India 

relations. He has complete control over all the Chinese State organs of power — from 

the CPC to the PLA — and its impact will be felt on Beijing’s ties with the US, Japan 

and India.  Xi’s ‘Hard Power Strategy’ is expected to gain further momentum in his 

second term, as he feels that China’s time has come to assert itself on the global stage 

and emerge as the superpower. This is in the backdrop of Xi asserting at the Party 

Congress that “China can frame a new World Order”.  China may not be able to retreat 

from its global objectives. Nor can the US, Japan or India afford to concede space to 

China. Xi also can’t overlook that India is on a growth trajectory and needs necessary 

space to fulfil its ambitions. It is here that the Chinese president’s wisdom will be 

tested.  

 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 02 Nov 2017 

 

India Plays A ‘Big Role’ In Indo-Pacific Region: White House 

Ahead of President Donald Trump’s maiden Asia trip, the White House on Wednesday 

said India plays a “big role” in the Indo-Pacific region. Trump embarks on a 12-day 

trip later this week to visit Japan, South Korea, China, Vietnam and Philippines. He 

will not be paying a visit to India this time. “It certainly plays a big role,” White House 

Press Secretary Sarah Sanders told reporters at her daily news conference when asked 

about India’s role in the Indo-Pacific region. “Does this administration see India as a 

pivotal part of your strategy when it comes to the Asia-Pacific more broadly?” she was 

asked. “I can tell you that we have a close relationship with India, that we have a lot of 

areas of common interest, including—we’re both democracies; we’re both large 

countries. They’re an enormous country,” State Department Spokesperson Heather 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/how-to-scale-the-great-wall/articleshow/61426716.cms
http://www.newsnation.in/topic/donald-trump
http://www.newsnation.in/topic/white-house
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Nauert told reporters at a separate news conference. “India can bring so much, not 

only to the region, but to the world. In addition, many American jobs, through greater 

trade and cooperation with that country,” she said, referring to the major India policy 

speech given by the Secretary of State Rex Tillerson last month, soon after which he 

travelled to India. Nauert was asked why Trump is not going on this trip to India, if 

the country is so important. “I think that would be a different kind of trip for the 

President, tagging India -- along to that trip. I think he’s got a pretty hefty schedule, 

but I don’t want to speak on behalf of the White House,” she said. Asked if Tillerson’s 

India policy was a China containment policy, the State Department spokesperson said 

the top American diplomat had said this before with China “privately”. “I think the 

Secretary—what he said in his speech— about China, in his speech about India, was 

something that the Secretary has said with China privately before. So some of those in 

the past have been private conversations, and now, they’re just becoming more public 

conversations,” she said. 

The spokersperson said that North Korea is a top issue and Trump will discuss it with 

China. “But let me just say, I know that the president is very much looking forward to 

his trip to China. It is going to be a lengthy trip, a robust trip. And one of the top issues 

that will be discussed with China is certainly the DPRK,” the spokesperson said. 

 Source: www.newsnation.in, 01 Nov 2017 

 

What’s China have to do with Maldives?  

- Lucas Niewenhuis 

Here is some news from far outside Beijing, where Donald Trump will arrive on 

November 8 for a state visit (see coverage of that on SupChina today, and also 

from October 31, November 2, November 3, and November 6): 

• Many Pakistanis became outraged when they learned that a Chinese citizen in 

their country had received a national ID card, when some muslim refugees from 

neighboring Afghanistan are still waiting on theirs. The Economic 

Times reports that Pakistan’s Interior Minister scrambled to clarify that both of 

the man’s parents were naturalized Pakistani citizens, but the incident could 

signal an underappreciated undercurrent of anxiety over China’s enormous 

investment and influence in the country. 

http://www.newsnation.in/topic/north-korea
http://www.newsnation.in/world-news/india-plays-big-role-in-indo-pacific-region-says-white-house-article-185370.html
http://supchina.com/author/lucasniewenhuis/
http://supchina.com/2017/11/07/former-cia-station-chief-beijing-china-chinas-latest-top-news/
http://supchina.com/2017/10/31/trump-heads-asia-unclear-strategy-china-chinas-latest-political-current-affairs-news/
http://supchina.com/2017/11/02/trumpidation-china-chinas-latest-top-news/
http://supchina.com/2017/11/03/ready-fighting-flattery-chinas-latest-top-news/#trump
http://supchina.com/2017/11/06/trump-rejoice-grandiosity-beijing-will-hawkish-turn-follow-chinas-latest-political-current-affairs-news/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/a-viral-id-card-proves-pakistan-may-be-chinas-ally-but-pakistanis-are-not/articleshow/61530126.cms
http://supchina.com/2017/05/17/china-news-roundup-20170517/
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• Maldives and Sri Lanka are attracting coordinated interest from India and the 

U.S. because of Chinese influence and ISIS threats, according to the Times of 

India. Without going into specifics, the Times of India says that “China’s 

financing mechanisms mean that it could be controlling large areas of Maldives 

fairly soon,” and noted that China is a “world leader in land reclamation,” an 

important area of development for the climate change-threatened island 

nation. 

• The Times of India says that “India and US are also teaming up to monitor 

returning ISIS fighters into Maldives,” because the small nation of 400,000 has 

“sent almost 400 ISIS fighters to Syria and Iraq.” 

• In Sri Lanka, the U.S. aircraft carrier Nimitz visited last week “without a 

murmur from India,” contrasting with years past when India would object to 

such a maneuver. The Times of India’s report ends by stating, “India’s policies 

in the Indian Ocean region are undergoing a sea change.” 

• A visit to a border region of India and China by India’s Defense Minister, which 

occurred on October 8 and was hailed as a “goodwill gesture,” received a rebuke 

from China’s Foreign Ministry a full month later, India Today reports. In 

response to questions from Indian media at a press conference, a Foreign 

Ministry spokesperson said the visit had been “not conducive to peace.” 

• Trump 

Rights groups urge Trump to address China’s human rights violations / VOA 

Tweeter-in-chief ready to confront China’s ‘great firewall’ / AP 

“Spoiler alert: The American president will get his way. Multiple officials 

familiar with the procedures in place but unauthorized to discuss them publicly 

said the president will, in fact, be able to tweet in China.” 

Trump’s China trip a big deal for US firms but worries linger / SCMP 

A toned-down Trump prods China, Russia to do more to combat North Korean 

nuclear threat / Politico Trump to give major North Korea speech, then press 

China to do more / Reuters 

• China has a plan that could hand Trump a win on the deficit / Bloomberg 

• Hong Kong  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/china-role-in-indian-ocean-region-india-discusses-maldives-turmoil-with-us/articleshow/61514665.cms?utm_content=buffer05d86&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://supchina.com/2017/10/09/gesture-goodwill-china-india-border-chinas-latest-political-current-affairs-news/
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/nirmala-visit-arunachal-china-peace/1/1083292.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/rights-groups-urge-trump-to-address-china-human-rights-violations/4104407.html
https://apnews.com/c4f463dcff4c42ad9fc24e76c239bf6f/Tweeter-in-chief-ready-to-confront-China's-'great-firewall'
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2118646/trumps-china-trip-big-deal-us-firms-worries-linger
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/07/trump-seoul-visit-north-korea-threat-russia-china-244632
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/07/trump-seoul-visit-north-korea-threat-russia-china-244632
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-trump-asia/trump-to-give-major-north-korea-speech-then-press-china-to-do-more-idUSKBN1D725C
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-trump-asia/trump-to-give-major-north-korea-speech-then-press-china-to-do-more-idUSKBN1D725C
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-07/china-touts-first-import-expo-as-step-to-relieve-trade-imbalance
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-07/china-touts-first-import-expo-as-step-to-relieve-trade-imbalance
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-07/china-touts-first-import-expo-as-step-to-relieve-trade-imbalance
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Their sons sought a more democratic Hong Kong, and got prison / NYT 

(paywall) 

Stories of heartbreak, pride, and a yawning generation gap from the parents of 

Hong Kong’s democracy activists. 

China’s new non-party liaison chief aims to boost support from Hong Kong 

business groups / SCMP 

• North Korea 

10 North Koreans detained in China; ‘we fear the worst,’ activist says / NYT 

(paywall) 

Exclusive: China curbs tourism to North Korea ahead of Trump visit / Reuters 

• Choppy waters in the South China Sea  

Philippines starts construction near China’s manmade islands in disputed 

waters / Reuters 

• Wang Qishan  

China’s former top graft-buster warns of plots to seize power / Reuters 

Potential next act for trusted Xi adviser / Axios “It’s believed that Wang could 

become an international special envoy — a role that might include U.S.-China 

relations.” 

Source: supchina.com, 07 Nov 2017 

 

India, China and Russia should cooperate in Indo-Pacific region: Russian 

envoy 

- Dhairya Maheshwari  

The advice by the new Russian envoy is contrary to the security policy being followed 

by the Modi government, which is seen as part of a US-led security alliance to counter 

China Russia’s envoy to India has pitched for a trilateral partnership between Moscow, 

Beijing and New Delhi to maintain security in the Indo-Pacific region. The significant 

remarks by Nikolay Rishatovich Kudashev came at the release of a report to mark 70 

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2118815/chinas-new-non-party-liaison-chief-aims-boost-support
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2118815/chinas-new-non-party-liaison-chief-aims-boost-support
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/world/asia/north-korea-defectors-china.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missiles-china-tourism-exc/exclusive-china-curbs-tourism-to-north-korea-ahead-of-trump-visit-sources-idUSKBN1D723T
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-philippines/philippines-starts-construction-near-chinas-manmade-islands-in-disputed-waters-idUSKBN1D71F2
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-philippines/philippines-starts-construction-near-chinas-manmade-islands-in-disputed-waters-idUSKBN1D71F2
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption/chinas-former-top-graft-buster-warns-of-plots-to-seize-power-idUSKBN1D70HR
https://www.axios.com/potential-next-act-for-trusted-xi-adviser-2505606876.html
http://supchina.com/2017/11/07/whats-china-maldives-chinas-latest-political-current-affairs-news/
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/author/185891
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years of diplomatic relations between the two countries at New Delhi-based think tank 

Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF) on Tuesday. The Russian Ambassador’s 

proposition comes amid New Delhi’s growing proximity with the US, with India under 

the present regime increasingly being seen as part of a Washington-led security 

quadrilateral that also features Japan and Australia. During his visit to the US in 

August earlier this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald 

Trump had jointly called for enhanced security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region 

to counter an increasingly assertive China. 

However, Kudashev hinted that forging closer economic and security cooperation with 

China, instead of the US, would be more conducive for peace in the Asia-Pacific region. 

He said that India had the potential to play a more constructive role in “abating” 

American hostility towards Russia. On China’s ambitious One Belt One Road (OBOR) 

initiative, the Russian envoy expressed hope that India and China would set aside their 

differences in favour of economic cooperation. The report, titled New Horizon of a 

Privileged Partnership and jointly prepared by the VIF and Russia International 

Affairs Council (RIAC), does take note of the US and Pakistan factors as irritants in 

Indo-Russia relations. PP Shukla, India’s former envoy to Russia and an author of the 

report, said that India’s relations with its allies had always tended to suffer when 

partner countries leaned towards Pakistan. “We have seen that happening in the case 

of Britain, the US and now Russia,” Shukla said. Former Indian Ambassador to Russia, 

Kanwal Sibal, another author, said that the rise of China and the election Donald 

Trump as US President were among inevitable geopolitical factors that had affected 

India-Russia ties. “Russia’s evolving policy on terrorism and its growing closeness to 

Pakistan is also creating misgivings in India,” Sibal added. 

However, the Russian ambassador said that the Kremlin’s support to Pakistan’s 

security forces was solely meant to bolster counter-terrorism efforts in the Af-Pak 

region. The former Indian envoys and the Russian ambassador concurred that 

multilateral fora such as RIC (Russia-India-China) forum, BRICS and the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) were playing a significant part in enhancing relations 

between different regional powers.The joint report, among others, has called for 

increased economic ties between the two allies and the need to make the bilateral 

relationship “independent of their ties with third countries and impervious to crises 

and changes in global circumstances.” 

Source: www.nationalheraldindia.com, 07 Nov 2017 
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Indo-Pacific? Not from where China is sitting 

-Sanjeev Miglani 

As U.S. President Donald Trump and some of America’s democratic allies talk up a 

vision of “Indo-Pacific” cooperation, China is determined to ensure that the future 

belongs to “Asia”. The increasing use of the phrase “Indo-Pacific” by Trump and his 

team during their marathon Asian jaunt this week, instead of the “Asia-Pacific” term 

that has long been common in business and diplomacy, is being greeted with thinly-

veiled sneers in Beijing. “Trump choosing to use the term and actually making it 

happen are two totally different things,” Diao Daming, an American studies expert at 

Renmin University in Beijing, told a forum on Friday. “The region is leading global 

development and Trump wants America to be first, so he could not ignore its existence. 

He had to say something to the region, so we have ‘Indo-Pacific’. But as yet it’s just a 

concept and we don’t know what it means.” 

Beyond the wordplay lies both concern and scepticism in Beijing at U.S. attempts to 

complicate China’s strategic domain, particularly by encouraging rival power India to 

work more closely militarily with Japan. Tokyo recently backed New Delhi during 

India’s border stand-off with China. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua 

Chunying did not dignify “Indo-Pacific” by name in a statement this week, but noted 

that “this concept has been mentioned many times”.  “We hope that the Asia-Pacific 

region can become a stable, prosperous and orderly region....where we are capable of 

managing differences and have the wisdom to resolve the disputes,” she said.  “Indo-

Pacific” has grown in usage across diplomatic and security circles in Australia, India 

and Japan in recent years, shorthand for a broader and democratic-led region in place 

of the “Asia-Pacific”, which to some places an authoritarian China too firmly at the 

centre.  Trump and his team have given it fresh currency in recent days, starting in 

Seoul and Tokyo, building on the rhetoric of his secretary of state Rex Tillerson, who 

last month talked of the need to support a “free, open and thriving Indo-Pacific”. 

Describing the Indian and Pacific Oceans as a “single strategic arena”, Tillerson went 

further as he described India and the United States as “bookends” within that region. 

“In concrete terms, it will lead to great co-ordination between the Indian, Japanese 

and American militaries including maritime domain awareness, anti-submarine 

warfare, amphibious warfare, and humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and search 

and rescue,” he said. 
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Strategic Goals 

Not all allies are convinced, however. 

When Trump’s White House issued a statement after the U.S.-South Korea summit on 

Wednesday describing the alliance as a “linchpin for stability, security and prosperity 

in the Indo-Pacific”, South Korea’s presidential Blue House issued a note of caution. 

While the phrase “Indo-Pacific” matched some of South Korea’s policies aimed at 

diversification, “we felt there was more discussion necessary to see whether it is an 

appropriate term to be used in our efforts towards...joint strategic goals”, the Blue 

House statement said.  Welcoming the trend is Indian navy Captain Gurpreet 

Khurana, who was among the first to coin the Indo-Pacific concept in an academic 

paper back in 2007. The rise of India as an economic power following its free market 

reforms and then its gradual military build-up was itself a key factor in the increasing 

significance of the Indian Ocean, he said.  “India could no longer be excluded from any 

over-arching reckoning in the Asia-Pacific, be it economic or security related,” said 

Khurana, of the military-funded National Maritime Foundation. 

Chinese officials and experts have long bristled at any perceived attempt to contain a 

rising China.  But Trump’s Indo-Pacific policy should not be underestimated by China, 

because India, Japan and Australia are united by being on the wrong side of China’s 

development strategy for the region, according to Jia Wenshan, an expert on China’s 

foreign policy at the Beijing-based Center for China and Globalization. “China needs 

to as soon as possible deal with the Indo-Pacific alliance, as it is absolutely in conflict 

with Belt and Road,” Jia said, referring to the Chinese president’s signature initiative 

to re-establish trade and infrastructure ties between China and nations throughout 

Central and Southeast Asia. “Behind Indo-Pacific you have Japan’s economic support, 

India’s development speed and Australia’s fears of China, these are all 

strategic realities.” 

Source: in.reuters.com, 10 Nov 2017 

 

Trump's war of words over Asia Pacific  

- Audrey Young 

Donald Trump has found a way to address the increasing competition between the 

United States and China for leadership in the Asia Pacific region - eliminate the 

concept of an Asia Pacific region. In his 12-day trip to Asia the US President has 

https://in.reuters.com/article/usa-china-indo-pacific/indo-pacific-not-from-where-china-is-sitting-idINKBN1DA1Y0
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/author/audrey-young/
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managed dropped the term Asia-Pacific altogether. He made no mention of it in the 

keynote speech to a CEO Summit at Apec in Vietnam - Apec standing for Asia Pacific 

Economic Co-operation. The only region Trump recognised in his speeches anywhere 

on this trip was one he repeatedly called the "Indo Pacific region," which by definition 

stretches from the west coast of the United States across the Indian Ocean to the east 

coast of India. Trump has signed up some support from allies in the region: Australia's 

Malcolm Turnbull and Japan's Shinzo Abe have both begun using the term Indo 

Pacific, although not the same extent as Trump. 

South Korea's Moon Jae-in reportedly wants to stick with Asia Pacific. New Zealand's 

Jacinda Ardern is sticking with Asia-Pacific, as is the likely target of this less than 

subtle geopolitical manoeuvre. China's president, Xi Jinping, who followed Trump as 

keynote speaker to Apec CEOs, littered his speech with references to the Asia Pacific. 

The Indo Pacific is not a new term, but it has not been a widely used term. It eliminates 

any inherent reference to China. Trump has another platform on which to promote the 

new region today when he speaks at the 50th Asean summit in Manila. When Apec 

began in 1989, as the brainchild of Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke, the Asia-

Pacific was not a widely accepted concept. But in the 28 ensuing years, it has become 

so with the ease of travel, communications and doing business. It was certainly a term 

and a region embraced by Trump's predecessor, Barack Obama. Whether Trump's 

move will catch on remains to be seen. Certainly there is no move to change the name 

of Apec to Ipec. 

Source: www.nzherald.co.nz, 13 Nov 2017 

 

Trump’s new Cold War alliance in Asia is dangerous 

- Gurpreet S. Khurana 

On his recent tour of Asia, U.S. President Donald Trump offered the world a first 

glance into his formative geopolitical strategy. Both in Vietnam at the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation summit and at his earlier meeting with Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe in Japan, he spoke of the “Indo-Pacific” instead of the “Asia-Pacific,” the term 

used most often by previous American administrations. 

The new term changes the mental map that has prevailed since the end of the Cold 

War and since China’s “reform and opening” policies in the 1980s. “Asia-Pacific” 

invoked an image of a community of interests that linked America and East Asia. 

“Indo-Pacific,” as Trump uses it, implies a new configuration in which India and 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11943238
https://www.ft.com/content/e6d17fd6-c623-11e7-a1d2-6786f39ef675
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America, along with the other major democratic nations in Asia — Japan and Australia 

especially — join to contain China’s growing influence in an updated version of the 

Cold War. 

In a speech on Oct. 18, U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson made this explicit: “The 

Indo-Pacific — including the entire Indian Ocean, the western Pacific and the nations 

that surround them, will be the most consequential part of the globe in the 21st 

century,” he declared. “The United States and India are increasingly global partners 

with growing strategic convergence. Indians and Americans don’t just share an affinity 

for democracy. We share a vision of the future.” 

As a captain in the Indian Navy and a maritime strategist who first coined the “Indo-

Pacific” term in a 2007 essay, I find that this twist of the concept departs significantly 

from its original meaning and intent. My intention was to re-conceptualize how Asian 

nations are actually linked together from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific, and I wanted 

to emphasize the overarching goal of preserving global and regional stability through 

commercial and strategic maritime cooperation. It was not meant as the opposite — a 

geopolitical framework that divides Asia into friends and enemies. 

The rationale behind the term “Indo-Pacific” arose from economic and security 

developments in the area spanning the entire maritime underbelly of Asia, from the 

East African littoral to Northeast Asia. The term “Indo-Pacific” owes much to India’s 

rise at the turn of the 21st century: its impressive economic growth in the 1990s and, 

later, its nuclear weapons program and growing military presence in the Indian Ocean. 

During the Shangri La Dialogue in 2009, India’s former naval chief, Admiral Arun 

Prakash, highlighted the conceptual contradiction in the term “Asia-Pacific”: “As an 

Indian, every time I hear the term Asia-Pacific, I feel a sense of exclusion, because it 

seems to include Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands, and it 

terminates at the Malacca Straits. But there is a whole world west of the Malacca 

Straits.” 

The “Indo-Pacific” construct helped to overcome this conceptual exclusion by 

incorporating India into the affairs of maritime Asia, even though the “Indo” stands 

for the Indian Ocean, not India. That is a significant distinction because the Indian 

Ocean region is a key maritime conduit for the oil and gas that fuel the economic 

prosperity of the western Pacific littoral countries. In the context of China’s economic 

rise that led to its enhanced military power and assertiveness, this linkage represents 

Beijing’s strategic vulnerability and an opportunity for deterring Chinese 

https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2017/10/274913.htm
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/SecurityofSeaLinesProspectsforIndiaJapanCooperation_gskhurana_0107
https://www.iiss.org/en/events/shangri-la-dialogue/archive/shangri-la-dialogue-2009-99ea/third-plenary-session-be4b/building-a-security-community-in-the-asia-pacific-qa-63e2
https://www.iiss.org/en/events/shangri-la-dialogue/archive/shangri-la-dialogue-2009-99ea/third-plenary-session-be4b/building-a-security-community-in-the-asia-pacific-qa-63e2
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aggressiveness. Approximately 80 percent of China’s energy imports come through 

the Straits of Malacca. 

Ironically, China’s strategic vulnerability was expressed by Hu Jintao, the former 

Chinese president, during a speech in November 2003 when he said that “certain 

powers” were bent on controlling the strait. The reference to India was implicit. For 

the Chinese leader, the interconnectedness of the two different realms of the Pacific 

and Indian Oceans was quite clear.  

The origin of the “Indo-Pacific” idea 

In the mid-2000s, Japanese and Indian strategic analysts intensified their discussions 

on strategic and maritime cooperation. It was obvious that for both countries, China’s 

insecurity in the region could be leveraged to restrain its assertiveness against its 

neighbors. Like China, Japan was vulnerable due to its heavy dependence on seaborne 

energy and food imports that traversed the Indian Ocean. Around 90 percent of 

Japan’s crude oil imports come from West Asia. Tokyo sought an enhanced maritime 

security role in the area through cooperation with India. Japanese and Indian analysts 

eventually agreed that the Indian Ocean region and the western Pacific could not 

possibly be treated separately, neither for maritime security nor in geopolitical terms. 

The notion of the “Indo-Pacific” began to gain momentum. A few months after I first 

used the term in 2007, during his first term as Japan’s prime minister, Abe spoke 

to the Indian Parliament of the “confluence of the two seas … a dynamic coupling as 

seas of freedom and of prosperity” in “broader Asia.” By 2010, the American 

government was using the term. Then U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton suggested 

“expanding our work with the Indian Navy in the Pacific, because we understand how 

important the Indo-Pacific basin is to global trade and commerce.” The term had 

spread to Australia by 2013: a white paper released by its Department of Defense that 

year highlighted Canberra’s “ongoing economic strategic and military shift to the Indo-

Pacific.” 

China’s response to this new strategic orientation was not surprising. In November 

2014, for example, an analyst at the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies 

wrote an article that cautioned India against the “Indo-Pacific” concept, arguing it was 

scripted by the U.S. and its allies “to balance and even contain China’s increasing 

influence in the Asia-Pacific region and the Indian Ocean.” 

https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2014_DoD_China_Report.pdf
https://cpianalysis.org/2014/11/21/chinas-malacca-dilemma-and-the-future-of-the-pla/
https://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-46652220100304
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/pmv0708/speech-2.html
http://www.defence.gov.au/whitepaper/2013/docs/WP_2013_web.pdf
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/894334.shtml
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A new Cold War? 

How all this plays out in the future is as yet unclear. China’s Belt and Road Initiative 

and India’s Act East policy could contribute substantially to the economic integration 

of the Indian Ocean region and the western Pacific. At the same time, greater economic 

prosperity throughout the region is likely to be followed by increasing stakes in the 

maritime domain. The hitherto dormant maritime disputes — largely where the 

western Indian Ocean meets the Persian Gulf and Mozambique Channel — could 

become more active. 

Furthermore, the Belt and Road Initiative could be accompanied by China’s 

invigorated efforts toward enhanced naval deployments to fully realize its “two-ocean 

strategy.” Its intensified naval presence in the Indian Ocean region will increase the 

likelihood of acrimony. It may also cause the Chinese navy to increase its activities in 

the maritime zones of Indian Ocean countries, which could result in unintended 

encounters with the naval forces of other established powers. 

In such a scenario, the “Indo-Pacific” concept would be essential to manage the 

regional developments and integrate China into the established norms of conduct in 

an area of growing strategic salience in the 21st century. Indeed, a holistic treatment of 

the “Indo-Pacific” as one integrated region is the most useful conceptual frame within 

which to address the fault lines among the great powers. The aim ought to be building 

common prosperity in these linked regions. Otherwise, the region will become yet 

another theater of the “Thucydides Trap,” in which rising and established powers fight 

to impose their dominance. 

Source: www.washingtonpost.com, 14 Nov 2017 
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